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Extract of the Diary of Enon, on the Witte Revier, for the year 
1825. 

January 1st. We entered into this new year with prayer and 
thanksgiving, and in the evening partook of the Lord’s supper for 
the strengthening of our faith in our crucified Redeemer, entreating 
Him to create within us an increasing desire to feed by faith on Him, 
as the true bread of life, by whom our souls are vivified and nourish- 
ed to life everlasting. 

2d. Sister Hornig was safely delivered of a daughter, who was 
called Mary in baptism. In the following days, Brother Halter and 
his wife spoke with the new people and candidates for baptism, and 
observed with pleasure, that most of them are truly desirous of 
growing in the love and knowledge of Jesus. 

We began our weekly conferences with prayer and supplication, 
that the Lord would grant us to enjoy His presence, and guide and 
direct us in all we do in His name, to promote the welfare of the 
flock committed to our care. 

6th. We celebrated this Memorial Day of our Saviour’s first mani- 
festation to the Gentiles with much blessing. Four persons were 
added to the class of candidates for baptism. 

9th. Brother Halter set out for Algoa-bay to fetch the iron pipes, 
sent from England for the use of this settlement, and returned with 
them on the 18th. To-day the heat rose to such a degree, that a 
great proportion of our vines, beans, and other garden fruits, were 
burnt up. It was followed on the 15th by heavy rain, by which our 
parched ground was thoroughly soaked. About this time much sick- 
ness prevailed, and many persons in our neighbourhood’ were carried 


eff b. an inflammatory fever. Hitherto none have died of it in this 
VoL. iI. 43 
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place. The communicants were spoken with individually, and gave 
evidence of their desire to walk worthy of théir heavenly calling. 

28th. The child, Matilda Halter, experienced a peculiar preserva- 
tion of her life. She was sitting on the ground, when a large ser- 
pent, whose bite is so venomous that the person bitten is past re- 
covery, came with great swiftness towards her. The nurse, provi- 
dentially perceiving its approach, screamed, and brought out its 
mother. The serpent was making off, but was killed in its flight. 

29th. The celebration of the holy communion was attended with 
great blessing to all our people. 

February 8th. We had the honour of a visit from Sir Richard 
Plasket, the Colonial Secretary. He took particular notice of every 
thing in this settlement, and expressed his satisfaction in the most 
friendly manner, promising every assistance towards promoting the 
welfare of the Hottentots. 

2ist. It rained so hard, that the Sunday’s river swelled to a great 
height; and many of our people who had gone with their wagons to 
Uitenhage, could not ford it on their return. 

24th. We spoke with all our communicants in reference to the 
approaching communion, but were prevented celebrating it on the 
proper day, many of our people being called off to repair the roads, 
as the Governor was expected to come hither on a visit. Others of 
our communicants were separated from us by the Sunday’s river. 

On the 28th, the Witte Revier rose to such a height, that we 
began to be alarmed for our premises, and took measures of precau- 
tion; but, besides some slight damage done to the mill-dam, we were 
thankful that the water subsided, without doing further mischief. 

March 2d. In the evening, his Excellency, the Governor, Lord 
Charles Somerset, arrived here; and though he had hurt his leg on 
the journey, and could not walk without difficulty, yet he went about 
to every part of the settlement, and expressed great. pleasure and 
satisfaction with every thing that came under his observation. His 
Excellency even condescended to converse with several Hottentots; 
promised to grant unto our endeavours in this Mission every favour 
and protection; expressed his surprise at the great improvements 
made in so short a period of time, beyond all expectation, and accept- 
ed, with great kindness, of the thanks addressed to him by a deputa- 
tion of the Hottentot overseers and chapel servants. 

On the 4th, his excellency set out for Uitenhage on his return to 
Capetown. 

5th. We had a blessed participation of the Lord’s supper. 

17th. Brother Hornig, who had been with his son Gottfried at 
Uitenhage, returned, and brought letters from Gnadenthal, with 
pleasing accounts of the well-being of our fellow-labourers in that 
place. Towards the end of the month, Brother Schmitt and his 
wife spoke with all the new people, candidates for baptism, and 
children, with much satisfaction and blessing to their own hearts. 
Most of them appeared, under the influence,of the Holy Spirit, to be 
earnestly seeking to become living members of the body of Christ, 
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and to experience His power and grace, by a real change of heart. 
One of the new people expressed himself thus; ‘‘ It does not go well 
with my soul. My heart is full of bad things; I have as yet no right 
mind to let it be cleansed by our Saviour. Last Monday, however, 
I had, for the first time, a conviction, that He holds me fast by His 
hand; and if He was at all to let me go, I should fall. I have now 
a desire to abide with him.” Another said: “‘ I am old, and too ig- 
norant of the word of God, and of the means by which I must be 
saved. But I am come hither for that purpose, and wish to hear 
and be instructed.” 

A youth, baptized in infancy, spoke to the following effect:—** I 
feel something in my heart, which drives me to Jesus.” Being asked 
what he thought that might be, he replied—‘‘ I believe that is the 
Holy Spirit. WhenI feel distressed and cry to our Saviour, I obtain 
ease in my heart, and He grants me my petition.” 

A man, who formerly lived at Gnadenthal, said:—** By roving 
about, and living at the farms, I have been separated both from our 
Saviour and from His people; and if He had not followed and sought 
me, I should never have returned. For this I thank Him daily.” 
One of the boys related, that, having lately been attacked with the 
epidemical disorder, he had been very much afraid to die, not know- 
ing what would become of his soul; that therefore he had prayed to 
the Lord to let him recover, and would now surrender his whole 
heart to Him, and live for him alone. 

The Communion on the 31st, being Maundy Thursday, and the 
memorial day of its institution, was a season of great blessing to us 
and all our communicants, when we called to remembrance the 
sufferings and death of Christ for our salvation. In general, the 
time of Lent, (in /pril,) the Passion week, and Easter, were cele- 
brated by our congregation with real benefit to the individuals, in 
the contemplation of the great events commemorated during that 
appointed season. ‘The Easter holidays were celebrated in a spirit 
of praise and thankfulness, that He, who was once crucified, dead 
and buried, was again raised from the dead, and now liveth and 
reigneth for ever as our Advocate and Intercessor at the right hand 
of God the Father. On Easter Sunday, after the usual services, 
three ohildren, and on the Easter Monday, four adults were bap- 
tized. On the first Sunday after Easter, all those persons, who had 
either been baptized, admitted to the Lord’s Supper, or received 
into the congregation since Easter last year, had a solemn meeting 
of thanksgiving. On the 11th was the funeral of a Hottentot, Peter 
May. Since his baptism, nine months ago, he may be truly said to 
have lived in communion with Christ, which was remarkably evident 
in his last illness; during which he often expressed his ardent desire 
to depart, and to be at home with the Lord for ever. 

19th. We laid the iron water-pipes, sent from England, in the 
ground, and had the satisfaction to find, that they answered the pur- 
pose intended, and brought a much greater quantity of water from 
the pumping engine to flow upon the gardens and into the yard, than 
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the wooden ones we had used before, which, in three years’ time, 
were quite rotten and useless. 

After speaking with all the communicants, we celebrated the 
Lord’s supper on the 21st, in the presence of Jesus. But we la- 
mented, that on account of a severe attack of illness, Brother Schmitt 
could not be present. _ As his case seemed alarming, Brother Halter 
went to Uitenhage, on the 29th, to fetch the doctor, who arrived on 
the 30th with Mr. Boehm, and by his prescriptions gave the patient 
some relief. 

May. A sick girl, about twelve years of age, was baptized by 
Brother Halter, and called Martha. The company that attended in 
her chamber were all deeply affected; and the presence of Him, to 
whom she was thus dedicated, was sensibly felt by all present. She 
had herself requested this sacred ordinance to be administered to 
her, and declared her conviction, that she should not recover, but 
depart to our Saviour, in whose merits and atonement she placed all 
her hopes of everlasting life. She also offered up fervent prayer, 
that the Lord would soon take her to Himself. 

Sisters Halter and Schmitt spoke with all the single women in the 
settlement, and represented to them, in an impressive manner, how 
needful it is, that, in their station, they should take heed to them- 
selves, according to the word of God, that they might in truth be 
like the wise virgins described by our Lord, who, with oil in their 
lamps, were ready to go forth to meet the bridegroom. We hope 
that the exhortations given will produce a good effect in their walk 
and conversation. 

On the 12th, the anniversary of the beginning of this congregation, 
being also Ascension-day, was celebrated. Part of a diary of our 
Mission in Greenland was read to the Hottentot congregation, and 
afforded them much pleasure and edification. 

Our friend, Mr. Boehm, brought with him Doctor Keeble from 
Algoa-bay, whose advice we were advised to take, by recommenda- 
tion of our worthy Landdrost, Colonel Cuyler, in Brother Schmitt’s 
dangerous illness. God blessed the faithful attendance and prescrip- 
tions of this skilful man, so as to procure some mitigation of the dis- 
erder. He left us again on the fifth. 

To-day we were obliged to send away two men, who had obtained 
leave to live here, but had given offence by their generally bad con- 
duct, and by quarrelling and fighting. 

The festival of Whitsuntide was celebrated by us with manifest 
blessing; and the history of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit; 
whose gracious leading we and our dear people have likewise ex- 
perienced in enlightening the hearts of men, to understand the Gos- 
pel, and find their way to their Saviour, made again a deep and 
salutary impression upon the Hottentot congregation. 

23d. We had an agreeable visit from our good friend, Mr. Silber- 
bauer, from Uitenhage. He brought us letters from the Brethren at 
Gnadenthal, and spent two days very agreeably with us. 

Speaking with the communicants previous to the celebration of 
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the Holy Communion on the 28th, we had much satisfaction. By 
occasion of a remark, made by Brother Halter on the great de- 
pravity of the heart of man, and the necessity of a total change, 
called by our Lord the new birth, a man expressed himself thus:— 
“When I was among the military, and somewhere stood centinel, as 
I was thinking about the state of my soul, I observed a rotten leaf of 
an Indian fig, (cactus, ) out of which a fresh bud was sprouting, It 
struck me, that this rotten leaf was an emblem of myself; for I am 
quite as*corrupt as the rotten leaf, full of sin and evil; but the 
almighty power of God can yet make a living bud spring forth, 
even out of my corrupt heart, and impart life and salvation even to 
me. Since that time he has done it, and has had mercy on me, out 
of undeserved love and favour; so that I may now praise and thank 
Him, for having drawn me to Himself, and that He does daily more 
for me than I could ever have expected.” 

We were thankful to find our dear Brother Schmitt so far re- 
covered, that he could be present and partake with us of the Holy 
Communion. 

SO0th. We explained to our congregation, that on this day a ge- 
neral Synod of our church would assemble at Herrnhut, and ex- 
horted them to join us in prayer to the Lord, that He would direct 
all things for the welfare of His church and people, and grant to His 
servants to know and fulfil His willinall things. During the course 
of this month, seven families from among the heathen obtained leave 
to live here on trial. 

June. During the first days of this month, a considerable number 
of our people went to Strubel’s place to sow corn. This caused our 
chapel to look empty in the daily meetings, which we were not ac- 
customed to, as in general they are well attended. After some time, 
we saw with grief many of them returning to us sick of a fever, 
which at present prevails throughout the whole country, and attacks 
the patients very severely. With great concern we perceived, that 
it spread through almost every house in the settlement, whole 
families being seized with it. It excited our deepest commissera- 
tion; and we came to their assistance as much as we could, both 
with food and medicine. 

And here we cannot refrain from repeating our thanks to a worthy 
friend of this mission, residing in England, and particularly to our 
Lord and Saviour, who inclined his heart to consider us in this view, 
and some time ago to send both to Brother and Sister Schmitt, for 
their own use, a complete portable medicine chest, and a large addi- 
tional quantity of the most useful drugs for general use, by which 
we have been enabled to assist our poor people in their various 


ailments, and by the blessing of God have experienced the most 
salutary effects. 


This was also the case under the present distress- 
ing circumstances. 


Could that gencrous friend have been present, 
and beheld what good use has been made of his most welcome gift, 


his very heart would have rejoiced. The great poverty, many of 
our Hottentots suffer, causes us to pity them exceedinely on a bed of 
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sickness; and this may also have been one reason why they recover- 
ed so slowly: but we found them all resigned to the will of the Lord. 
This illness has also brought several of them to serious reflection, 
and caused them to turn with repentance and faith to our Saviour 
for help. 

11th. Some of our people hunting in our neighbourhood, killed two 
elephants. On the following day, they brought home the flesh in a 
wagon. The creatures were both females, whose teeth are small 
and of little value. One of them had none. . 

12th. A communicant, Leah Reuter, departed this life. She had 
been baptized at Bethelsdorf, but married a man belonging to Enon. 
She had a heart devoted to the Lord, and soon applied for reception 
into our church, and to be made a partaker of the Holy Communion 
with us. These favours she very highly prized, and remained to 
her end faithful to the grace received, as a true follower of Jesus. 
Her dwelling among us lasted only two years, but, though short, 
was distinguished by her being an example of piety and good con- 
duct to all the inhabitants, by whom she was much beloved and 
respected. 

16th. Brother Schmitt and his wife spoke with all the communi- 
cants, previous to the Lord’s Supper, on the 18th, and were pleased 
and edified by perceiving in them an increase of self-knowledge, and 
a real desire to walk worthy of their heavenly vocation. In the 
classes held with the candidates for baptism on the 19th, many 
proofs were likewise seen of these simple hearted people being truly 
alive to the things of God, and desirous of making their calling and 
election sure through grace. Being asked whether any thing disturb- 
ed them in their spiritual course, one of the men said—‘* My heart 
is not yet open; it is still locked up. This I know; because what I 
hear at the church will not stay with me; but I pray and hope that 
God may still open my heart and understanding.” A youth related 
how he felt during his late illness, (the fever:) ‘‘ I prayed,” said he, 
“that our Saviour would forgive all my sins, and take away the dread 
I had upon me; or that He would let me recover. That He has 
done; and now I have promised to give Him my whole heart.”” This 
gave us an opportunity of speaking with them about the surrender of 
the heart to Jesus, and how greata crime it is, if we make such pro- 
mises, afterwards to break them, and return to the service of sin. 

20th. Brother Halter went to Winterhoek to purchase wheat, but 
could only obtain one wagon load. He returned on the 2Ist. In 
the evening, we were alarmed by the most pitiable bleating of calves 
at some distance from the settlement, and were afraid that these 
poor creatures had fallen a prey to a wolf or wolves. In the morn- 
ing, we found our fears but too well founded, and discovered only the 
remains of two, of which these monsters had devoured the greatest 
part. The wolf seemed not yet to have satisfied his voracious ap- 
petite, as he approached our buildings, howling dreadfully. It is 
surprising what such a savage animal can devour at a meal: one wolf 
has been known to eat a great part of a bullock in one night. 
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On the 27th, we had the pleasure to hear, by letters from our 
friend, Mr. Hancke, at Capetown, that Brother Nauhauss had ar- 
rived safe at Capetown. We also received letters from London. 
Though the intelligence gave us great joy, we felt also much pain 
on being informed, that another Brother, I. H. Schultz Roechling, 
who was on his passage to.us as an assistant in the Mission, had been 
called home into eternal rest in London, which, under present cir- 
cumstances, proves a great loss to us. But the Lord, in whose 
hands all His servants are, knows best how to deal with them and 
us; and it is our duty to be resigned to His will. The weekly 
accounts, sent by the Elders’ Conference of the Unity, afforded us 
peculiar pleasure; and we felt, on perusing them, how closely we are 
in brotherly affection with all our congregations throughout the world. 
Brother Halter and his wife spoke in these days with all those inha- 
bitants of our place who are not yet baptized or received into the 
congregation, and perceived, with thanks to God, that many of them 
are led by the Holy Spirit to a better knowledge of their real state 
by nature, and the need they have of a Saviour. A man said, ‘*‘ My 
whole heart is intent npon living unto the Lord, and not unto sin. I 
can now believe that I may find pardon and cleansing from sin in His 
precious blood.”” Another complained of the hardness of his heart, 
and compared it to a hard stone, which cannot be broken by a 
hammer. 

SOth. We were encouraged by a proof of the faithfulness of the 
good Shepherd, who follows His straying sheep into the wilderness. 
A woman, who by her sinful conduct had brought herself into great 
trouble, on her sick-bed began to cry for mercy, but could not be- 
lieve that so great a sinner as she confessed herself to be, could possi- 
bly obtain forgiveness, and be received again into the favour of God. 
She sent for all her young companions, and begged them to pray for 
her, but never to follow her bad example. It pleased the Lord, 
some time after, to comfort her by giving her faith to believe that 
He would pardon and receive her in mercy; and we hope that this 
occurrence may have made a proper impression upon the hearts of 
our youth. 

During this month a family, consisting of eight persons, obtained 
leave to live in this place. 

We commend ourselves and our dear Hottentot congregation to 
the kind remembrance and prayers of all our dear Brethren and Sis- 
ters, and friends. J. H. SCHMITT, 

ADAM HALTER, 
GOTTFRIED HORNIG 


= 


Extracts of letters from Brother H. P, HALLBECK. 


“ GNADENTHAL, Deceméder 19, 1825. 
‘* DEAR BRoTHER=—I was yesterday favoured with your interest- 
ing letter of the 28th of August, and having in these days, when 
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most of our people are busy in the harvest, more leisure than usual, 
I gladly avail myself of it, to let you know how we are proceeding 
in this distant part of the world. 

** In my last, I mentioned the discouraging prospect which again 
presents itself with regard to the subsistence of our poor Hottentots. 
In the neighbourhood of Groenekloof, I find, by recent letters, that 
the harvest, though scanty, has afforded some return; but here, at 
Gnadenthal, the wheat has been entirely destroyed by the rust. In 
some parts of this district, (Zwellendam,) the failure has, however, 
been less decided. A general rise in the price of grain has followed, 
as might have been expected; wheat being about ten dollars, and 
barley upwards of seven dollars per muid. 

** All our Brethren and Sisters at Groenkeloof, Elim, and Hemel 
en Aarde, are, I am thankful to say, in good health. At the last 
mentioned station, a kind of festival was celebrated. last Monday, be- 
ing the anniversary of the opening of the little chapel, built last year 
for the use of the lepers. Several of the patients were on that occa- 
sion admitted to further privileges in the church. 

** The gardens at Elim are in charming order; and the mill is con- 
stantly at work. The course of the small congregation there is also 
very pleasing. Our Hottentots endeavour to make the best use of 
their gardens, after having lost their field crops; and it is truly edify- 
ing to observe with what resignation they submit to this great 
calamity. Our number has again somewhat decreased this year, 
owing to the removal of several families to Elim; this, however, we 
do not regret, as it is an advantage not only to the congregation at 
large, but also to the individuals themselves. Some of our oldest 
people have lately departed this life,.in a very happy manner. 
Perhaps your father may still remember old John Philip Moll, and 
the overseer, Saud Vallentyn; they departed into a blessed eternity, 
within a couple of weeks of each other; and both desired me to 
assure your father of their affectionate remembrance. 

** We stand much in need of a Brother capable of superintending 
the smithery and cutlery, and hope that we shall soon receive such 
an assistant. The return of Brother Lemmertz with Brother Son- 
derman we eagerly look forward to; but even with this reinforce- 
ment we shall find it difficult to supply the wants of our stations, 
particularly as we are likely soon to lose the benefit of Brother 
Schmitt’s services. 

“P.S. I inclose a letter addressed to the Secretaries of the British 
and Foreign School Society, which you will have the goodness to 
forward.” 

** January 16, 1826. 

** You will receive with these lines extracts of the Diaries of Gna- 
denthal, Elim, and Hemel en Aarde, to the end of the year 1825, by 
which you will be informed of the principal occurrences that have 
taken place in these settlements. The late festivals of Christmas 
and the new year have been seasons of great blessing to our con- 
gregation, and to a number of strangers, who flocked hither from all 
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quarters. A very pleasing spirit of humility and devotedness to our 
Saviour prevailed among our people at the beginning of the year. 
Many of them came to us, and expressed their feelings on the occa- 
sion with great emotion and many tears; and I had the pleasure, 
without being perceived myself, of overhearing a conversation which 
passed between several groups of elderly Hottentots, who were 
sitting under the oaks round the church, on New-year’s day, and 
solemnly covenanting together to surrender themselves anew to the 
Lord, and remain faithful to Him. ‘Though we are often grieved by 
deviations trom the way of holiness, it is a great encouragement to 
us to observe, from time to time, such a spirit awakened among our 
people; and I have no doubt that the desire they express is genuine, 
though some of them prove too weak to stand in the hour of tempta- 
tion. 

‘*On the 8th of January, when we called to mind the opening 
of our church, twenty-six years ago, eight persons became can- 
didates for baptism, eight adults and four children were baptized, 
ten young persons were received into the congregation, and nine in- 
dividuals were present as spectators at the Holy Communion. It 
was a day of especial blessing to our whole flock. Yesterday, we 
had the usual annual meeting with our chapel-servants, on which 
occasion you were remembered in much love. 

‘** According to letters from Elim, about two hundred strangers 
celebrated the New-year’s festival there. The Brethren Bonatz and 
Luttring, with their wives, were in good health; and the mill under 
the management of the latter continued to be much resorted to from 
all quarters. 

**T mentioned in my last the distress, which there was too much 
reason to anticipate, in consequence of the failure of the harvest. 
Our comfort is, that we are in the Lord’s hand, and that He will 
know how to help us through the present, as He has done through 
every past period of difficulty. It is truly edifying to witness the 
child-like resignation of our poor people under these accumulated 
sufferings. ‘* We talk about our difficulties,” said Peter Koekson 
on a late occasion, ‘‘ and consult about the best means of working 
our way through; but the end of every such conversation is—our 
Saviour will help us.”’ + 

‘** The present has not been a very favourable year for our young 
plantations, owing to want of sufficient moistv::. In general, how- 
ever, the trees are too old to suffer much by the drought, and have 
grown so much since you were here, that I think you would be 
astonished, if you were to see them again. 

**Our place has also quite another appearance. Last year, a 
store-house, with an adjoining room, about eighty-one feet in length, 
was built, on the site of the upper pond, behind the very small 
building to the north of the kitchen; and that awkward building was 
removed, And now we are busy with the erection of another house 
of the same length, in a line with the cellars, containing dwellings 


for two missionaries, and a couple of small stores. These changes 
VoL, I. 44 
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have given our premises quite another, and I think, an improved 
appearance. The church, the dining-hall, with the grove between, 
and the kitchen, now form, as it were, the centre of our premises, 
and are flanked on either side by a wagon-road and a row of build- 
ings. What we erected last year we were enabled to defray out of 
the proceeds of our manufactories, and we had still a small surplus. 
This year we must not expect so favourable a result; but we could 
not possibly do without more rooms, Brother Voigt, with his wife 
and three children, having hitherto lived in the small room built for 
Sister Leitner’s school. This school is now kept in a room, which 
serves at the same time as a store for tallow, candles, &c.; besides 
which we are sadly in want of an apartment to contain our library, 
manuscripts, &c. The missionaries are for the most part well and 
active; that my own health has remained so good amidst all the 
fatigue which I have had to undergo, calls for the expression of my 
fervent gratitude to the Lord. We have also great reason to be 
thankful, that brotherly love and confidence continues to reign among 
us, and that the Lord commands His blessing upon our defective ser- 
vices in His house. All my fellow-labourers beg to be affectionately 
remembered to you and to the Society for the Furtherance of the 
Gospel. I am, &c. H. P. HALLBECK.” 


Extract of a Letter from Brother H. P. HaLuseck, to the British 
and Foreign School Society. 


** GNADENTHAL, December 19, 1825. 

** We have at present 1200 Hottentots inhabiting this place, of 
whom 305 are school children, between the ages of six and fourteen, 
viz 168 boys and 137 girls; besides which a number of young peo- 
ple, who have left the daily school, are instructed in reading and 
writing, once a-week. Owing to the many interruptions, on an 
average, only half, or about 150 children, attend: yet by far the 
greater number learn to read their Bible before the age of thirteen 
or fourteen; and we have not only instances of adults being privately 
taught to read by children in our settlemept, but one of our pupils 
is even engaged by a farmer in the neighbourhood to teach his slave 
children. ‘The parents are in general very anxious that their chil- 
dren should avail themselves of the privileges which they enjoy 
here, and seldom omit to bring them to school at the age of six 
years. As far as possible, the British system is adopted, though 
not so fully as I could wish, owing to various circumstances. Re- 
ward tickets, for instance, are not introduced; but those who dis- 
tinguish themselves are occasionally rewarded by the gift of a book, 
a testament, or a bible, chiefly at the public examinations, which 
are held once a-year. 

“* At Groenekloof, there are on the list 40 boys and 70 girls, as 
receiving instruction: but only about a third attend the school on 
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an average. From Enon I have no very late returns, but the school 
was some time ago frequented by about 70 boys and 70 girls, who 
were pretty regular in their attendance, and made good progress. 
The school at the newly established settlement, Elim, is very regu- 
larly attended by 11 boys and 14 girls. At the Leper Institution 
there cannot well be a school, as there are few children, and no in- 
tercourse is permitted with the neighbourhood. However, one of 
the femble patients, who had been taught to read at Gnadenthal, is 
engaged in teaching a few of her fellow-sufferers. 

‘* Government has of late years evinced a laudable anxiety to 
encourage education in the colony; and an English free-school has 
been established in almost every country village. But an attempt of 
government to confer the same benefit upon the dispersed farmers, 
has hitherto proved fruitless, on account of the great distance be- 
tween the farms, an obstacle which will probably become hereafter 
less formidable, as the country is rapidly increasing in population. 
For the same reasons we have not been able to establish Sunday 
schools in any of our stations, excepting the new settlement at Elim, 
where, on an average, about twenty-five Sunday scholars, children 
and adults, attend, and make very encouraging progress. When I 
was there last, about two months ago, a young man was pointed out 
to me, who had learnt to read easy lessons tolerably well, after an 
attendance of eight or ten successive Sundays. 


H. P. HALLBECK.” 


=== 


Extract of a letter from Brother J. Henry Scumitr. 


** Enon, Wovember 4, 1825. 

** Dear BRoTHER—We received your kind letter of June 12th on 
the 5th of October. About the time when Brother Lemmertz and 
his company left us for Europe, we were so much engaged with a 
variety of business, that we could not give him any letters, nor send 
them after him to Capetown. We are daily looking out for letters, 
announcing the appointment of assistants for this mission, of which 
we stand much in need. 

‘* Since my last, of the 27th of September, we have proceeded 
quietly; and no particular occurrence has taken place. Many have 
been the proofs vouchsafed to us of the work of the Holy Spirit in 
the hearts of our Hottentots, who walk worthy of the character of 
true followers of Christ; but there are also some, especially among 
the young people, whose conduct and unconverted state give us con- 
cern, and require much patience and forbearance. Every month 
new people have come to us, requesting permission to live at Enon, 
chiefly from the country about Graaf Reynet. The Hottentots enjoy, 
indeed, more freedom than formerly; but the benevolent designs of 
government are, in some instances, counteracted by all kind of sub- 
terfuges. We rejoice to hear of the safe arrival of Brother Lem- 
mertz and the company of children he took with him, both in 
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England and at the settlement of Kleinwelke, where the children 
would find a’ most hearty welcome, and be well cared for and 
educated. How graciously and safely has the Lord, whom winds 
and waves obey, carried them across the ocean, and brought them to 
their destined place, without storms, sickness, or harm of any kind! 
We now are in hopes, that towards the end of this year we may see 
our dear and worthy fellow-labourers return to us with more assis- 
tants in this important and increasing work, and with good accounts 
and reports of the Synod, and its proceedings and resolutions. I 
make no doubt but that the South African mission has been am object 
of consideration; and I should rejoice to hear, that the Caffres have 
not been forgotten, but that some plan has been formed for bringing 
the gospel to that wild nation by our instrumentality. It is supposed 
by some, that no mission could be established among them at present; 
but no amendment in their manners can be expected, while they re- 
main in so deplorable a state of ignorance, and under their present 
capricious mode of government. Unless they are taught something 
better, they cannot be supposed to adopt better habits; and the Gos- 
pel is the only true corrective of all evil, as is sufficiently proved by 
long experience. We have indeed enough to do to serve the Hot- 
tentots with the Gospel, and to lead them into the right way; but 
the few Christian Caffres residing here never cease to express the 
most fervent wishes, that to their nation also the glad tidings of 
salvation might be brought; and this makes us frequently speak of it, 
and add our wishes and prayers to those of these good people. 

** Enon is increasing from month to month in the number of its 
inhabitants; for it has become known throughout the whole country. 
Among those who come to us, are several who bring nothing with 
them but a ragged kaross thrown over their backs; and we often 
think of the question put to our Saviour by His disciples, ‘‘ From 
whence can a man satisfy these men with bread here in the wilderness?” 
But a Hottentot is generally much less concerned about these things 
than an European. From the Schneuwbergen (snow mountains) and 
their neighbourhood, Hottentots arrive here, of whom one may truly 
say that they are foor heathen, not only in outward possession, but 
in understanding. The young people bring their parents along with 
them; thus the aged, blind, and lame, come and seek here a refuge. 

** The harvest has again failed. From all parts of the country we 
hear, that both the rust and the long continued drought have des- 
troyed the corn. For these six years this colony has been visited by 
this dreadful scourge. The price of corn is so high, that the poor 
Hottentots cannot purchase it. Our people have therefore been 
very diligent in cultivating their garden grounds; and in the be- 
ginning of the season it seemed as if they would be richly rewarded; 
but the want of rain, and the excessive heat in November and be- 
ginning of December, has destroyed both their crops, and likewise 
the corn here and on Strubel’s place. It costs now from twenty to 


twenty-five dollars per sack; This preventseus from building for 
the present. 
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*< We hear that a deputy governor is to be appointed for this dis- 
trict. I have great confidence in the British government. Its rulers 
favour the propagation of the gospel, and are friends to the spread of 
Christianity; and therefore I know, that we may lead under them a 
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. With cordial 
salutations, I remain ever, &c.” 

‘* January 19, 1826. 

‘* You will have seen by my former letters, that we are still 
quietly, and with the blessing of God, pursuing our labours, but also 
that our strength begins to fail. By so many repeated illnesses, I 
am much reduced; and the absence of Brother Lemmertz and his 
wife has thrown more work into mine and my wife’s hands, than we 
are well able todo. We therefore expect relief, and that another 
Brother will be appointed in my place; for I am no longer able, how- 
ever willing, to care for this mission. I have consequently request- 
ed to be permitted, for the present, to return to Gnadenthal, and 
am sure that the affairs of Enon may be better managed by another 
Brother. 

‘* The beginning of the year 1826 was a heavy time, and the pros- 
pect of outward subsistence very discouraging to our people. Many 
of them cried to the Lord for help, as all their fruits and crops were 
perishing for want of moisture. He heard them, and on the 2d of 
January sent a most plentiful rain, by which the parched ground was 
well soaked and softened. I therefore got the people to plough the 
corn-fields, (which had been rendered unproductive by the rust, ) 
and sowed Indian corn in the furrows, which has already come up, 
and looks well, and if it pleases God to give His blessing to it, will 
prove a great help to us and our people in the scarcity of bread. 

‘* We have spent the Christmas season and the entrance into the 
new year, in the enjoyment of much blessing. To this many have 
borne witness, expressing their gratitude to our Saviour for thus 
comforting them in all outward trouble by spiritual refreshments 
from His presence. Our temporary place of worship could not hold 
the number of hearers; and many sat down before the door and win- 
dows. We confidently hope and trust to the power of the Lord 

accompanying His word, that the good seed has fallen into good 
ground, and will bring forth fruit in due season. 

** On September 25th, 7 adults and a child; on November 4th, 
5 adults; and on January 6th 5 adults received holy baptism. The 
congregation at Enon consisted, at the close of 1825, of 246 baptized; 
33. candidates for baptism; and 116 new people:— in all, of 395 per- 
sons. During the course of the last year, 79 new people obtained 
leave to live here, among whom were eight, formerly belonging to 
Gnadenthal, who have for some years been going astray, but are 
now returned to the fold. You see that the predictions I ventured 
to make in former letters, that we should soon want a church, and 
that the number of our inhabitants would increase, were not erro- 
neous. 


‘** As soon as we can gain leisure sufficient, we mean to go and 
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search for timber in our wood for the building of a church, for 
which we have leave from the proper authorities; and the Hotten- 
tots will cheerfully assist in bringing it to the place. 

‘* The farmers behind the Zuurberg mountains are gone with their 
cattle across the Great Fish River, as they have neither water nor 
grass on their farms. There the Caffres trouble them, for they 
never cease from stealing. Yesterday, (19th,) Fahrenheit’s ther- 
mometer stood at 108, and to-day, at 100 above 0, in the shade. 

‘* Give our love to all the members of the Society for the Further- 
ance of the Gospel, and to all our friends and benefactors. We 
commend ourselves to your and their prayers and kind remembrance. 
Your very affectionate Brother, J. HENRY SCHMITT.” 


os 


From Sister A. ScuMIittT. 


‘*T hope, when you hear how much we were engaged previous to 
the departure of Brother and Sister Lemmertz with the children, 
you will admit some apology for my not having written by that op- 
portunity. After they left us, our charge became yet more laborious. 
The care of the large garden, vineyard, tobacco plantations, and 
store house, all fell to us, in addition to what we had before; and 
these are concerns that ought not to be neglected, for they afford 


great help to the mission in externals. 

‘* I was much gratified and encouraged by the proofs of affection 
I received from the Hottentots, young and old, on my birth-day, 
which, in a variety of ways, they sought to make a true festival-day. 
I have indeed only cause for rejoicing and thanksgiving, when I 
consider the dealings of the Lord with me throughout my life, and 
nothing to complain of, except of myself, that I do not love Him 
more and serve Him better. 

‘* Some time after the beginning of the year 1825, some grievous 
deviations occurred among our young people, which affected me ex- 
ceedingly, especially as some of those girls, whom I had employed, 
and of whom, by their generally good conduct, I had the best hopes, 
were implicated. One of them I had taken into my school at 
Groenekloof; and she came into this country with her father, a 
soldier in the Cape regiment, and was left here with her brother, at 
their request. To all appearance she behaved very well, but was 
misled. Since her removal to Grahamstown, she has written a very 
penitential letter to me, and I am willing to hope, that the good 
Shepherd will yet bring this poor straying sheep back to His fold. 

‘*In February, the wheat and rye was reaped. The grain was 
more than expected, though the rust had hurt ita little. The straw 
was good, and is useful for thatching, which is an article of worth in 
this colony. 

** While my husband was busily employed at the Trapflur, (the 
circular enclosure in which threshing is perfosmed by driving horses 
over the corn,) the colonial Secretary, Sir Richard Plasket, paid us 
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an unexpected visit. We were quite unprepared for visitors; he, 
however, seemed satisfied with our mean entertainment, and express- 
ed himself much pleased with the improvements made at Enon, in 
so short a time. 

‘* Our Governor, Lord Charles Somerset, was at the same time 
in the interior, but had taken another road in going. On his return 
we were honoured with a visit from his excellency. He came hither 
from Boschberg, (now called Somerset, and where there is a landdrost 
appointed) and by nearly the same road we travelled together in 
1816, but rather more to the westward of Engelbrecht’s farm, pass- 
ing over the Lowerberg, where the Caffres had their gardens when 
they were in this part of the country. 

‘* He seemed pleased with the whole of our establishment, and 
spoke in the most friendly and condescending manner, both with us 
and our Hottentots. We had in haste fitted up a room for him, as 
well as we could, and made an arrangement for him to have his 
meals in it with his adjutant, but he rather chose to be with the 
family, which was very agreeable to us all. He stayed two nights 
and one day with us, attended our evening service, and afterwards 
desired us to express to our Brethren what great pleasure his visit 
had afforded him. 

‘* Since I wrote last, I have myself been in a poor state of health, 
the cause of which was the anxiety I suffered, and the little hope I 
entertained of my husband’s recovery, insomuch that I had no rest 
for many days and nights. This, together with the sickness which 
prevailed among our people, with hooping cough and bilious fever, 
was no light concern for me. The other Sisters assisted, where 
they could, in attending the sick, but had to look to their own chil- 
dren. I must repeat my thanks for the medicine chest. It was in- 
deed a great help to us.. All our people, except one, have recover- 
ed from the fever; but two children died of the hooping cough. 
Some of our strongest men were reduced to such a state of weakness, 
that they bad to use walking sticks. I can find no words to express 
our thanks to our good friends in England, who have put it in our 
power to come to the assistance of our poor people in such a time of 
need. I am indeed sometimes out of patience with them, in a time 
of health, on account of their indolence, and think they might con- 
trive better; but when father and mother, and all the children, lie 
sick at the same time, and cannot help themselves, all that is for- 
gotten; and who can help them but their teachers? nor could they do 
it, were they not enabled by the generosity of friends in England. I 
also feel very thankful for two parcels of muslin, &c. for the use of 
my school. 

‘* To-morrow, we go to Uitenhage, where I must consult a doc- 
tor. I wish to do my best in all that is entrusted to me, but I feel 
my strength declining: yet, when I think of leaving Enon, it grieves 
me much. Commending ourselves to your kind remembrance and 
prayers, I am ever, &c. A. SCHMITT.” 
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From Brother J. M. P. LEITNER. 


‘* HEMEL EN AaRDE, January 11, 1826. 

** DEAR BrotTHER—By two or three short notes from you, added 
to the reports of proceedings at the Synod, we were gratified to hear 
of your health, and that of our other dear friends at Herrnhut. It 
seems as if we should soon lose our worthy Governor, Lord Charles 
Somerset. Dr. Barry has left us; and there is at present no doctor in 
this place. Wecan only look to Him, who is the best and almighty 
Physician of soul and body. Both of us have been ailing; and indeed 
we perceive that this earthly house is going to decay, and we cannot 
expect much amendment. But our Saviour helps us from day to 
day. Among our patients, many are very weak and declining; and 
during last year, 12 baptized and 14 unbaptized departed this life: 
25 adults and five children were baptized; eight were admitted to the 
Lord’s Supper. The whole number of inhabitants of this hospital 
was, at the close of 1825, 106. To all of them the glad tidings of 
great joy are proclaimed, and they are both publicly and privately 
instructed in the blessed truths of the Gospel. The Lord blesses 
our feeble testimony; and the Word of the cross approves itself in 
truth as the power of God for salvation to all those who believe. 
Our people are remarkably attentive and devout in all our meetings. 
In general, we may declare, with truth, that we have reason to re- 
joice over our communicants and all the baptized, which is our 
highest reward, and gives us courage and freedom in proclaiming the 
word of atonement and remission of sins, in the blood of Jesus Christ, 
our crucified Saviour. Yet we are not without our troubles, and 
now and then feel pain and sorrow, when we see instances of the fall- 
ing away of some; for Satan is ever on the watch to bring those souls 
back into his snares, who had once escaped from him. We can, 
however, on such occasions, do nothing but pray to Him, who came 
to destroy the works of the devil, and who shed His blood to redeem 
the lost and undone human race, that He would not suffer the enemy 
to prevail, but preserve those who believe on Him and are brought 
to His flock by His almighty grace and power. 

‘* The last winter was not a very wet one, and the present sum- 
mer is dry; our own gardens however have not suffered, as we can 
lead the water to every part of them. We have remarkably good 
potatoes, and have planted more, so that we shall have some to 
spare for the hospital. 

‘* The poplars I planted about our house would grow well, if they 
were not blown about by the excessively high winds. Oaks will not 
thrive in this place, nor fruit trees, on account of the storms, which 
destroy every tree. Great patience is required in rearing any kind 
of them. 

‘** To your worthy Society and all our dear Brethren and friends 
we commend ourselves and our poor sick people, beseeching them to 
pray to the Lord to bless our labours among them. 


J. M. P. LEITNER.” 
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WEST INDIES. 
JAMAICA. 


Extracts of letters from Brother Joun Extis. 


‘* FAIRFIELD, February 14, 1826. 

**My Dear BrotHER—Your two last kind letters of the 6th 
October and 5th November came duly to hand. The sympathy of 
which you so affectionately assure us in the latter, proved a source of 
real comfort and encouragement to us in our affliction. Our merci- 
ful Lord has indeed heard and answered the prayers, which you and 
so many Christian friends have offered up in our behalf, for we have 
been most graciously supported during the severe trial, with which 
the Lord saw fit recently to visit this mission. To Him we anew 
commend ourselves and our future service in His house. 

“* In my last letter, I informed you of our return to Fairfield; and 
I am happy to add, that since that time, we have enjoyed a pretty 
good state of health, with the exception of our youngest child, who 
has suffered from the erysipelas. The malignant fever has now 
nearly subsided; among the troops, however, some deaths are still 
reported, in consequence of it. 

‘** We have been greatly rejoiced by the tidings conveyed to us in 
your last, and confirmed by letters from our Brethren in Germany, 
viz. that besides Brother G. Timzus, two other missionaries have 
been appointed to the service of this mission. Uhus we see, that He 
who maketh sore, also bindeth up. In this our God we will confide, 
and humbly believe, that the same unerring and divine wisdom 
which called Elisha from the plough, and prepared him to receive 
the mantle of Elijah, is still exercised in the government of the 
church of Christ on earth. 

*- We are thankful that Brother Becker and his wife have been 
preserved thus far in tolerable health, that they have been able to 
care for the congregation at New Eden, without requiring that 
assistance, which some time ago we were obliged to render them. 
We trust, therefore, that during the period of extreme reduction in 
our missionary establishment, no essential part of our duty has been 
neglected. 

‘* The new church at Fairfield is now entirely finished in the in- 
side; and we expect that it will not be long before the plaster work 
is likewise completed. It is a most substantial building. Our kind 
friend Mr. Peart gave us a fine stock of mahogany for the pulpit and 
table, the former of which stands at the western, the latter at the 
eastern extremity of the church. It is about four weeks since we 
opened it for public worship; of which solemnity, (as my time is 
limited,) my dear wife and Sister Light have promised to subjoin an 
account, asa postscript to my letter. 

‘* The celebration of the blessed Christmas festival has proved an 
occasion for much thankfulness of heart and gladness of spirit, in all 
Vou. I 45 
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our congregations in Jamaica; and we look back to it as a season of 
refreshment from the presence of the Lord. 

‘* In year 1825, the numbers of persons at Fairfield who attained 
to further privileges in the church, were as follows;—Admitted can- 
didates for baptism: or reception, 110; baptized as adults, 22; re- 
ceived into the congregation, 74; admitted candidates for the holy 
communion, 91; communicants, 99; re-admitted to the congregation, 
9; children baptized, 31. In the course of the year, 27 persons, ex- 
clusive of Europeans, have departed this life. At the end of the 
year, the congregation consisted of 328 communicants; 97 candidates 
for the communion; 135 baptized adults, not yet communicants; bap- 
tized children, 130; candidates for baptism and reception, 125; new 
people, 375:—in all, 1190; 143 more than last year: whom together 
with ourselves, we commend to the kind intercessions of our Brethren 
and Sisters and friends. 

‘* I hope we shall soon be able to open a Sunday school for negro 
children; this we have hitherto been prevented from undertaking, 
both for want of a school-room, and for want of teachers. We pur- 
pose making use of the old coffee-store, which till lately has served 
as a ehurch, for this purpose. It is certainly in bad repair; how- 
ever, the windward side is the best, and will form even in our ex- 
posed situation, a tolerable shelter from rain, until we can have it 
repaired. With regard to teachers, we expect to receive consider- 
able assistance from several free brown females, to whom Sister 
Ellis has for some time past been giving the needful instructions. 
Though we have not yet obtained permission from all the adjoining 
proprietors to instruct their slaves in reading, we have met with no 
refusal in any quarter, to which we have applied. I wish we had an 
old coffee-store in New Eden also, and a few who could read, to act 
as teachers: nor do I doubt, but, with the divine blessing, this ob- 
ject will likewise ere long be attained. If you can do any tihng for us 
towards a little school-room, we will thank you for it in the Lord’s 
name. 

‘* Before I close, I am glad to be able to inform you that we have 
just heard of the safe arrival of Brother George Timzus and his wife, 
at Kingston, on the 5th inst. after a good passage from Liverpool. 
We hope soon to see them with us at Fairfield. I remain ever, &c. 

JOHN ELLIS.” 


Account of the opening of the new Church at FatRFIELD. 


** Tue 15th of January, being prayer-day, (held ordinarily every 
two months,) was appointed for the opening of our new church for 
public worship, and the dedication of it to the service of the Lord, as 
a house of prayer. 

‘** Brother and Sister Light arrived here on the Thursday evening 
previous, after a journey of seventy miles from Irwin, and took a 
cordial share in the solemnities of the day. Brother Becker and his 


. 
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wife, though residing only twelve miles from us, were prevented 
joining our company by bodily weakness. The state of the weather 
in the morning was unfavourable, and the first service could not com- 
mence till 11 o’clock, when, on opening the doors, and giving a short 
signal with the old bell, formerly in use at Carmel, a sound which 
our people had not heard for two years, a large company of negroes 
speedily assembled with joyful countenances. Brother Ellis com- 
menced the service, by giving out a hymn, in which all present join- 
ed with much devotion: he then delivered a short address, explana- 
tory of the aim of our present meeting, and took occasion, for the 
information of the strangers present, to give an outline of the origin 
and history of the Brethren’s church and missions, and especially of 
the mission in this Island. Another hymn having been sung, the 
whole assembly knelt down, and Brother Ellis offered up a fervent 
prayer, in which he implored the Lord, the head of his church, that 
as He of old was pleased to command the building of an ark for His 
presence, and a house for the place of His rest, He would deign to 
grant an especial sense of His presence to all who should meet 
together in this place, devoted to His worship and to the preaching 
of His gospel; supplying them with faithful ministers, who should 
never cease to sound forth the name of Jesus, and to declare the 
whole counsel of God concerning man’s salvation. We also brought 
in fellowship our tribute of fervent thanks unto the Lord, for all the 
help and protection He had vouchsafed unto us, during the erection 
of this building, which, like Jerusalem of old, had been raised in 
troublesome times. ‘The service was concluded with another hymn. 

** After a short interval, Brother Light, from the pulpit, deliver- 
ed an animated discourse from the words, My house shall be called 
a house of prayer for all nations; at the conclusion of which seven 
adults were baptized into the death of Jesus, having made a public 
declaration of their faith. A meeting for the new people and can- 
didates for baptism followed, at which thirty-three persons, were 
added to the latter class. Then sixteen persons, baptized as chil- 
dren, were solemnly received as members of the congregation. 
Brother Light concluded the service by commending this new mission 
to the grace and blessing of the Lord, thanking Him especially for 
the support granted to His servants, during the late period of afflic- 
tion, thus fulfilling His promise, that His grace should be sufficient 
for them, and His strength made perfect in their weakness. The 
whole assembly then joined with heart and voice in singing the 
hymn, We now return, each to his tent, &c. All our dear visitors 
said, they felt it good for them to be with us on this joyful occasion, 
and we could all unite in the declaration, ‘‘ surely the Lord is in this 
place,” for we felt His divine and cheering presence in the midst of 
us, in the most powerful manner. The utmost attention and order 
prevailed throughout the day, though the church was crowded with 
an auditory consisting of about a thousand persons. Every eye ap- 
peared to be fixed, and every ear to be listening. We often wished, 
that our dear friends in England could have been witnesses and par- 
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takers of our joy: and we beg you, to assure them all of our cordial 
gratitude, and that of our poor negroes, for all their benevolent 
assistance in the progress of this work. May the Lord reward them 
for it a thousand fold, both in this life and in that which is to come.’ 


ST. KITTS. 


From Brother J. Jouansen. 


‘* BASSETERRE, January 14, 1826. 

‘* DEAR BrotHeR—For the first time this year, I take pen in 
hand, to write a few lines, and beg to assure you of my affectionate 
and fervent prayers, that the Lord may vouchsafe to you the enjoy- 
ment of all spiritual and temporal blessings, and, if it be His holy 
will, preserve you in health and activity for many years to come. 
The recent loss of so many approved servants of Christ in this ex- 
tensive field of missionary labour, might indeed have tended to dis- 
hearten us at the commencement of another year of our labours, did 
we not know that the Lord doth all things well, and that He will not 
permit His own cause to fail for want of instruments to carry it on. 
For myself and my fellow-labourers in this blessed work, I implore 
that grace and strength from above, which may enable us to serve 
the Lord with zeal and alacrity. Hitherto I have been graciously 
supported, and enjoyed a good state of health, for which I am truly 
thankful. My dear wife has had more to suffer from bodily weak- 
ness; however, we are neither of us disposed to complain, as long as 
strength remains for the performance of our several duties. 

‘* Since the departure of our dear Brother Sautter, we are again 
stationed at Basseterre, and have the care of a congregation, to 
which we have long been much attached. Iam thankful to be able 
to say, that our Saviour still carries on His work of grace in the 
hearts of our people. In the course of last year, many negroes have 
been called to the enjoyment of the blessings of the Gospel, being 
made acquainted with their natural depravity and sinfulness, through 
the teaching of the Holy Spirit, and led to Jesus the friend of sin- 
ners, and to the blood of sprinkling. On the 18th of December last, 
we had a blessed prayer-day here at Basseterre, 9 adults were bap- 
tized, 18 received into tho congregation, 3 re-admitted to the same, 
and 51 appointed candidates for baptism or reception. During the 
year 1825, 43 adults and 107 children were baptized, 150 received 
into the congregation, 100 partook for the first time of the holy com- 
munion, 19 were re-admitted to the communion, and 38 to the con- 
gregation, 315 became candidates for baptism and reception, 58 de- 
parted this life, 70 were excluded. The last mentioned class will 
give you oeamien to remark, that there are, alas! not a few tares 
among the wheat. However, we will continue, according to our 
blessed Master’s command, to sow and to plant, leaving the increase 
to Him, who alone can give it, and whose grace alone can keep a 
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soul from falling. Our congregation, at the close of the year, con- 
sisted of 691 communicants, 737 baptized adults, 554 children, 404 
candidates for baptism, 248 for the present excluded, but most of 
them still attending our worship, and begging for re-admission, and 
370 new people;— in all, nearly 3000 souls under our care. 

‘** At Bethesda, during the year past, 23 adults and 79 children 
have been baptized, 151 persons received into the congregation; 17 
re-admitted; 60 admitted to the holy communion; 149 as candidates 
for baptism and reception; 42 have departed this life, and $1 have 
been excluded. The number of the congregation at the close of the 
year was, $60 communicants; 509 baptized adults; children under 
twelve years of age, 276; candidates for baptism, 313; and about 400 
excluded and new people:—in all, 1858; 168 more than at the close 
of 1824. 

** On the second Christmas holiday, which was a prayer-day for 
the children, thirteen children were baptized here, and the same 
number at Bethesda. In the afternoon, all the children attending 
our schools had a particular meeting; at the close of which, some 
tracts and other little books were distributed among them, with 
which they were highly delighted. About 470 children were pre- 
sent here at Basseterre, and 360 at Bethesda. I wish you could 
have seen them: it would have given you great pleasure, I am sure, 
to have beheld so large a company of black children, all cleanly and 
neatly dressed in white. 

**T am happy to be able to say, that our school, by the blessing of 
God, continues to prosper. A Sunday school is kept here regularly, 
as well as at Bethesda; besides which, almost every evening, a num- 
ber of negroes are instructed at four different places in the town, 
and on several estates in the neighbourhood. We have about twenty 
teachers, under whose instruction many of the children have made 
considerable progress in reading; but we regret much that it is out of 
our power to assist them with candles and school-books. Other 
schools, which have funds for the gratuitous supply of those neces- 
sary articles, have herein an advantage over us. I thought I would 
again mention this circumstance to you, in the hope that some kind 
friends in England, who are interested for negro education, may feel 
disposed to come to our assistance.” 

‘* Mrach 4, 1826. 

“* Your kind letter of December 2d came to hand on the 8th of 
February; on which day we had the pleasure to welcome Brother 
Shick and his wife, after a tedious voyage of sixty days. In the 
evening service, we joined with them, in praising the Lord for the 
preservation and safety they have enjoyed on their passage. On the 
18th, we had again the pleasure to welcome Brother Staude and his 
wife, after a pleasant passage of six weeks and four days. The 
former are appointed to be with Brother Wright at Bethesda, and 
the latter remain with us at Basseterre. I hope they will soon learn 


the language and be able to enter upon a service, in which they de- 
light. 
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‘* Brother Wright and his wife, who have been called to the 
service of the mission in Antigua, intend leaving us soon after 
Easter. We pray the Lord to go with them, and to lay His bless- 
ing upon their future labours. The services of Brother Scholefield 
will likewise be soon lost to us, in consequence of his appointment to 
Jamaica. He only waits for the recovery of his wife, who, on the 
22d of February, was safely delivered of a daughter, to take his 
passage for that island. We shall be glad to procure one for him on 
board a vessel that sails for Kingston direct; but, as such opportuni- 
ties are rare,he may be under the necessity of proceeding first to 
Barbadoes, a method attended, of course, with much trouble and 
expense. 

** In regard to our school, I have yet to mention, that our Sunday 
school here is attended by more than 400 children; and we have 
much reason to rejoice in the progress made by them generally 
One of the evening schools is held at the house of a free black man 
Thomas Pritty, who has kindly and voluntarily offered it for this pur- 
pose: the teachers who have undertaken to assist in this labour of 
love, perform their duty cheerfully, and with evident success. We 
cannot but regret exceedingly the loss of Brother Scholefield’s ser- 
vices at the present time. The schools, to which he had devoted 
much of his time and attention, will feel it sensibly. However, we 
who remain will do our utmost to forward the progress of this im- 
portant work, and we trust the Lord will bless our feeble endeavours. 

‘* Our congregations continue to increase in number; of many mem- 
bers of both we can sincerely believe that they increase in grace and 
knowledge; in others, however, we are~-concerned to observe a de- 
clension from the right way, and a disposition to yield to the tempta- 
tions into which the world and an evil heart of unbelief so often lead 
them. The Lord, the good Shepherd, is indeed unwearied in fol- 
lowing these straying sheep; and often we have the joy to see, that 
He brings them back again unto His fold. At our last prayer-day, 
(February 12th,) 6 adults were baptized, 27 received into the con- 
gregation, 3 re-admitted, and 30 became candidates for baptism. 
May our Saviour preserve them in His love. 

‘* We thank you for the pleasure and encouragement which we 
have derived from the perusal of the Periodical Accounts last sent 
us; the reports of the London Association, and the Missionary Regis- 
ter. We heartily rejoice to hear of the spread of the Gospel through- 
out the world, through the faithful endeavours of Christ’s servants, 
by whatever name they may be called. May He continue to bless 
all their labours abundantly. Iam, &c. J. JOHANSEN.” 


From Brother J. ScHOLEFIELD. 


‘* BassETERRE, February 13, 1826. 
‘* Dear BroTuER—The receipt of your kind letter afforded me 
much pleasure, and proved very encouraging to myself and my dear 
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wife I have to apologize for its remaining so long unanswered. 
We thank you cordially for the interest you express in our behalf, 
and beg for a continuance of your intercession for us at the throne of 
grace. At the present time, we particularly need the support of our 
merciful Saviour. Sister Scholefield is near her confinement, and, 
as soon as she is sufficiently recovered, we expect to leave this 
flourishing mission for Jamaica, in pursuance of a call received on 
the 17th of last month. We were much affected on hearing the 
painful intelligence of the early departure of our dear Brethren and 
Sisters, Hague and Berger. How mysterious are the ways of the 
Lord! We however little thought, at that time, that this dispensa- 
tion of divine Providence would so materially affect us. I scarcely 
need remark, that we feel much at the idea of leaving this dear con- 
gregation, in the midst of which we have enjoyed so much love and 
affection, and felt ourselves so happy. But we are assured, that the 
Lord makes no mistakes. We are only His instruments; and we 
ought to think it a favour to be employed by Him, wherever He 
thinks fit. 

** On the 8th, we had the pleasure of welcoming Brother Shick 
and his wife to St. Kitts, after a tedious passage of eight weeks and 
four days. They are in good health and spirits; and Brother Shick 
will, I doubt not, soon be able to enter into the work of the mission. 
This morning, Brother Johansen accompanied him to the Govern- 
ment-house, where they were received with the utmost kindness by 
his excellency the Governor, who encouraged Brother Shick by say- 
ing, *‘ don’t be disheartened; yon will soon learn the language.” 
Brother Staude and his wife have not yet arrived;* but we are in 
daily expectation of welcoming them. Here we see a rich harvest 
of souls, ready to be gathered in. Yesterday was our prayer-day; at 
the morning service the church was so much crowded, that we could 
scarcely find a passage to the pulpit; and several hundred people 
were obliged to remain outside. All the succeeding meetings were 
attended by numerous and attentive auditories. Between the 19th 
of January and the 5th of February, we have spoken individually 
with 2003 persons, viz. 461 communicants, 476 baptized adults, and 
1066 new people, candidates for baptism and reception and excluded. 
More than twenty negroes came to us for the first time, besides a 
number of children between the ages of ten and sixteen years; some 
of whom begged that their names might be entered in our books. 
Upon the whole, our congregation is in a pleasing course, though 
instances are not wanting to remind us of the implacable malice o 
the grand enemy of souls, and the deceitfulness of the human heart 
Our Sunday and evening schools proceed in blessing, and afford us 
much encourigement. In April, 1825, the number of children on 
our list amounted to $02: since that time it has increased consider- 
bly; so that at present 700 regularly receive instruction. Many of 
them have made good progress in reading, and have committed to 


* They arrived on the 18th. See the foregoing letter 





360 MISSIONARY ACCOUNTS FROM THE WEST INDIES. 


memory many hymns, besides the catechism and several portions of 
scripture. Since January, 1825, we have kept school every Monday 
evening with those adults, who were willing to assist us in teaching. 
Some of them have made considerable proficiency, not only in read- 
ing, but also in the knowledge of the Systems of Dr. Bell and Mr. 
Lancaster, on which our schodls are conducted, as far as possible. 
A disposition to impart and to receive instruction appears to pervade 
the congregation generally. If it proceed from proper motives, it is 
indeed matter of great thankfulness; and we pray the Lord to lay 
His blessing upon their endeavours, and to make all subservient to 
the present and eternal welfare of the negro population of this island. 
On seventeen estates we have negro schools established, where, after 
work is over, the children meet in the house of one of our assistants 
or communicants, (who is accountable for the preservation of good 
order,) and where they are instructed by teachers of their own race. 
The latter walk sometimes more than a mile in the dark to perform 
this labour of love, and have hitherto received no remuneration for it, 
except it be the occasional loan of books for their own improvement 
and edification. The assistance we have hitherto received for our 
schools, and for which we are truly thankful, consists of a parcel of 
books from the British and Foreign School Society, another from the 
Religious Tract Society, and books to the value of £7 10s. sterling, 
from the Sunday School Union, besides a number from the latter in- 
stitution on sale, at reduced prices. With those gratuitously bes- 
towed, we have supplied, as far as possible, our Sunday and some of 
our evening schools; of those on sale I have still a considerable 
quantity by me. If the Ladies’ Society, recently established in 
London for promoting education among the negroes, would kindly 
enable us to distribute these books gratis, we should be exceedingly 
obliged; and I may venture to promise, that their kindness would 
not be thrown away. ‘The Sunday School Union has generously pre- 
sented us with one-third of the books we order at their Repository; 
if we could find friends kindly disposed to defray the expense of the 
remaining two-thirds, one great inducement held out to our children 
to leave the school, would be obviated. On Christmas day they had 
a particular meeting, which was attended by 460 of them. It was 
a delightful sight to us, and I am sure, would have been so to your- 
self and all our English friends. All our Brethren and Sisters, in- 
cluding Brother Wright’s little family, are well. Believe me ever, 
&e. J. SCHOLEFIELD.”’ 


Extract of a letter from Sister Sutcx. 


** Ar two o’clock P. M. on the 8th of February, our vessel hav- 
ing cast anchor in the bay of Basseterre, about a mile from the shore, 
‘in a short time boats came alongside, manned by negroes, who came 
to fetch the passengers, Among these were three members of our 
congregation. On our way frem the vessel to the shore, these good 
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people told us that they were assistants* in the church, and that it 
was their privilege to be employed in bringing the missionaries on 
shore. They pointed out to us the Brethren Johansen and Schole- 
field standing on the beach, with about 400 negroes, and a carriage, 
ready to convey us to the dwelling of the missionaries, which is at 
the further end of the town. My feelings on this occasion, I shall 
never forget.. When the boat touched the ground, about thirty ne- 
groes rushed into the water, up to the middle, and drew it ashore, 
amidst a tremendous shout of joy from the multitude. In a moment, 
I found myself in the arms of a strong negro, who lifted me out of 
the boat before I was aware, and bore me over the sand to the firm 
ground. While I entered the carriage, my husband remained be- 
hind for a few moments with Brother Johansen, and with the negroes 
who pressed in great numbers to shake hands with their new ‘ massa,’ 
and bid him welcome in the name of the Lord. We soon arrived at 
our peaceful and comfortable habitation, amidst the prayers and con- 
gratulations of our fellow-labourers, who received us with brotherly 
affection proportioned to the anxiety they had felt on our account, 
during the last few weeks. The first evening, about two hours 
before the usual] service, as soon as the negroes let off work, our 
house and yard were surrounded by them. ‘They came into the hall 
in companies, to shake hands and bid us welcome, saying, ‘* Thank 
God, that He has brought new Massa and Missee safe. Weall pray 
for you, Massa, and thank God for you, Missee,” About 900 at- 
tended the evening worship, on which occasion they welcomed us with 
cheerful voices, and commended us to the Lord in fervent prayers.” 

























BARBADOES. 


From Brother S. BRUNNER. 


















‘*SHaron, February 10, 1826: 
**DreaR BroTHER—You will perceive, by the gnclosed letter to 
our Brethren at Herrnhut, that it has pleased the Lord, at length, to 
call home my dear fellow-labourer, Brother David Lichtenthaler. 
He departed in the most peaceful manner, on the 2nd inst. During 
the last few weeks of his protracted illness, I was prevented visiting 
him, in consequence of a fall, which happened on the Slst Decem- 
ber, and by which I feared that I had done myself serious injury. 
Our worthy friends, Mr. and Mrs. Haynes, were, however, the 
more kind in supplying his wants, and doing every thing that the 
most tender Christian sympathy could suggest for the alleviation of 
his sufferings. For his funeral he cared like a father. O that we 
might soon have it in our power to supply the vacancy which Brother 
Lichtenthaler’s early removal has occasioned at Mount Chance! This 





















* Negroes of good character and experience are _ .. .'oyed, not to preach, 


but to visit the sick, and.have some oversight over the new converts 
VoL. II. 46 








$62 LETTER FROM BROTHER ANDERS AT BERLIN. 


‘we may hope to do, on the arrival of Brother Taylor and his wife 
from Antigua. We are happy to learn, that we may expect another 
assistant before many months have elapsed, Brother D. Seiz, of 
Neuwied. We shall rejoice to see him; for the field of usefulness 
into which we are called is large, and very deficient in labourers. 

‘*T have alluded to my accident. I fell upon level ground, very 
near my own door, when I little expected any thing of the kind. 
My hip was so much injured, that for several weeks I apprehended 
I should be crippled for life. Last night was the first that I passed 
without great pain; a few hours comfortable sleep has proved a great 
refreshment to me, and recruited both my strength and spirits. Our 
people behaved to me in a very affectionate manner, during my con- 
finement to the house. As long as I was unable to sit up, and was 
of course prevented from holding any meetings, many of them came 
daily to inquire how I was, and how soon I should be able to resume 
my ministerial duties. Since my last to you, the number of our new 
people has considerably increased. That the Lord may carry on the 
good work which His Spirit has begun in the hearts of many, and 
awaken yet more to a sense of their lost condition without a Saviour, 
is my daily wish and prayer. We beg to be affectionately remem- 
bered to all our dear Brethren and friends. I am, &c. 


S. BRUNNER.” 


Extract from a letter from the Rev. Mr. ANDERS, minister of the 
United Brethren at Berlin, to the Rev. C. 1. LATROBE, minister at 
London. 


‘* February 19, 1826. 

‘* Dear BrotHER—I take the liberty of sending you a memoran- 
dum respecting a Burman Indian, now at Berlin, and to recommend 
its contents to your and your friends’ kind consideration. 

** His name is Lepfinct Jendessi. He arrived at Berlin with very 
favourable recomimendations from men of eminence in different parts 
of Germany, given him by divines, lawyers, magistrates, and by 
members and ‘riends of the church of the Brethren in Upper Lusa- 
tia. He came from Criama in the kingdom of Pegu, on the east side 
of the Ganges, where he learnt the trade ofa shoemaker. Peculiar 
circumstances made him leave his native country, as a lad of sixteen, 
after which he wandered for twenty-eight years through different 
quarters of the world, and met with most singular adventures, and 
some very heavy trials, suffering much from poverty, sickness, and 
other miseries. He has travelled up and down Germany in different 
directions, and was at last advised by some Christian friends to go 
to Berlin, and, among other letters of recommendation, brought one 
tome. In this letter, a hope was expressed, that, besides*finding a 
place of rest for his body, he might seek and find peace for his trou- 
bled soul. These recommendations and hgpes caused me and our 
worthy friend, Baron von Kottwitz, to pay attention to this poor 
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stranger, especially as he showed particular partiality for the 
Brethren’s congregation. By the liberality of the Baron von Kott- 
witz and other friends, he obtained lodging and board with a mem- 
ber of our society, where he still resides, and has fully justified the 
testimony given of him in the above-mentioned letters of recommen- 
dation, by his orderly conduct. 

** On his arrival here, he was strongly attached to the religion of 
his own people, and would not hear of being converted to Christiani- 
ty and baptized. The unchristian conduct of most of those nominal 
Christians, among whom he had spent so much of his life, and from 
whom he had met with much insult, and even robbery, and the levity 
with which baptism was spoken of and treated, even by clergymen 
and others, had turned his mind more against, than in favour of, 
Christendom, Yet he had not remained quite unacquainted with 
the history and doctrines of Jesus, and seemed to find pleasure in 
coming to our church. By diligent attendance, and by conversations 
with individuals on subjects of religion, and on the true Christian 
faith, there arose by degrees a light in his soul, more especially 
since he has been taught by one of the Brethren to read, and can 
now read the Bible and find the hymns sung at the public service, 
which he can also join in singing. He now began to express a wish 
to be initiated into the Christian church by holy baptism. It was, 
however, necessary that the administration of this sacred ordinance 
should be preceded by faithful instruction, for which, at the time 
alluded to, I could not possibly find leisure. I also did not wish to 
he in too great haste, but to watch and observe, whether the good 
impressions made upon his mind would be lasting. Of this I have 
of late perceived the most encouraging proofs. In the hours for in- 
struction, which I have given him for this last half year, about two 
or three times a-week, he comprehends the truths of the gospel, not 
only with his understanding and recollection, but with his heart, and 
is often moved to tears. He learns various texts of scripture and 
verses well and correctly, though his imperfect knowledge of the 
language and difficulty of pronunciation give him much trouble. He 
rejoiced at the hopes of being admitted to baptism, and calls it ‘ the 
great day,” but is patient in waiting for it. He wishes that, on that 
occasion, all may be conducted with the greatest stillness and with- 
out any kind of show. This love of stillness, which is peculiar to 
him, has very much facilitated the adoption of the most unostenta- 
tious manner of treating him. As his presence here, and his pecu- 
liar case is generally known, and such an event would be quite sin- 
gular and newPigiexcites much curiosity in a city like Berlin, where, 
particularly just now, great notice is taken of any thing remarkable 
in religious proceedings. There would therefore be some danger of 
stirring up vanity, and disturbing that spirit of simplicity and humility, 
which he now possesses, by any public display. 

‘* We have freedom in our minds and permission from our Bishop 
and Elders to receive this dear person into the Christian church by 
holy baptism, in case his outward subsistence can be provided for; 
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but the latter must depend upon a christian and permanent exertion 
of charity, as Lefinct is unable to provide a livelihood for himself by 
his trade; and our poor congregation is not able wholly to support 
him, which, however, by present enactments, would become our duty. 
I therefore venture to lay the case before you and our English 
Brethren and friends, and.to request you to represent it to such of 
your friends as are able and willing to contribute in such a manner, 
that this poor Burman may have sure support for the remainder of 
his life. You may ask, why may he not support himself; and se- 
condly, how much will be necessary for his maintenance? To the 
first of these questions I answer, that he is quite blind on one eye, 
and the other is so weak, that he must spare it as much as possible. 
By a fall, one of his hands is lamed. For several years he was 
afflicted with epileptic fits; but a simple mode of cure seems to have 
delivered him from them. By this and other heavy illnesses, which 
he suffered during his troublesome and perilous journies, his constitu- 
tion has been broken, and is now often ailing. He is forty-four years 
old; and it does not appear, either to us or to himself, that he will 
live long. By his trade, which he can only attend to by day-light, 
he can earn very little, 

‘* To the second question I may reply, that he would be boarded, 
lodged, and clothed for about £20 fer annum. 

‘*] now commit this matter to you and your friends, and pray that 
the Lord may grant success to the exertions you may make in behalf 
of the poor stranger. 

** That Lepinct’s account of his singular adventures is a true one, 
{ am for my part fully convinced, by various proofs I have had dur- 
ing the year past. Many join me in this conviction: for instance, the 
celebrated Oriental Professor Bopp, Dr. and Professor Neander, 
Professor Zeune, &c. His general attention to truth in all he says 
and does, which, together with his simple and open-hearted charac- 
ter makes persons of very different persuasions and opinions love and 
respect him, is also a witness in his favour. 

‘* His chief failing was self-righteousness and irritability. The 
first is easily accounted for, by his correct and orderly conduct, 
which is certainly most exemplary and unblameable. But he has 
learnt to see, that this is of no avail, and not meritorious before God; 
and we may hope, that, by the operation of the Holy Spirit, he will 
be more and more led into proper views in this respect. 

‘* T beg soon to be informed, whether you have been able to do any 
thing for him, and remain ever your affectionate friend and Brother, 


C..BPANDERS.” 


N. B.—Though the foregoing narrative does not strictly belong te 
accounts of the progress of the Brethren’s missions in different parts 
ef the world, its insertion appears not out of place, and, we hope, 
will be acceptable to our friends. This poor Burman, by the provi- 
dence of God, has been led to the Brethren at Berlin for instruction 
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in the truths of Christianity, in the same manner as the two Otahei- 
tean youths, Oley and Mydo, in 1803, were led to us in England, 
and brought to the knowledge of the Saviour, previous to that general 
adoption of the Christian doctrine and practice by the inhabitants of 
the Society Islands, in consequence of the labours of the London 
Missionary Society, which has taken place of late years. Thus may 
we hope that this poor straying Burman, by the mercy and power of 
the Spirit of God, and His blessing on the labours of the faithful 
minister to whose instruction he is committed, will become a child 
of God, and an heir of eternal life through faith, by his real conver- 
sion to Christ. Any assistance afforded, according to the request 
made by the Rev. Mr. Anders, for his maintenance, will be thank- 
fully received and faithfully transmitted by 
C. I. LATROBE.” 


Extract from the Annual Repfiort of the Board of Directors to the 
Society of the United Brethren for Propagating the Gospel among 


the Heathen, at their stated meeting, held in Bethlehem, August 
25th, 1826. 


WE remark in the first place, that in the course of the year just 
completed, the number ot permanent directors has been augmented, 
by the appointment of the Brethren, C. F. Seidel, J. Fr. Frueauf, 
and J. C. Bechler to such stations in our congregations, which, by 
the constitution, make them permanent members of the board. The 
current business which the board has had to transact since the last 
general meeting of the Society, related in a great measure to the 
efficient disposal of the large bequest left to the Society for its bene- 
volent purposes, by our late Brother Haga, a final settlement with 
the executors of his estate having taken place earily in the month of 
March. We are truly thankful to be able to state, that with the 
Lord’s assistance this has been happily effected, so that a sum of 
upwards of four thousand dollars, resulting from such disposal, has 
already been paid over to the assistance of our missions, and the 
means amply secured of rendering the future aid which it is now in 
the power of the Society to tender to the cause for which we are 
associated, still more efficient. The committee appointed to assist 
the directors by their advice in this respect, has been of essential 
service. Concerning the missions of the Brethren’s church in this 
country, which form so prominent an object of our peculiar care and 
attention, as well as of our fervent prayers, the following particu- 
lars deserve to be mentioned: 

The mission at New Fairfield in Canada has for the greater part 
of the year been under the sole care of Brother and Sister Haman, 
Brother Luckenbach and his wife, with their two children, left Fair- 
field, on the 5th of September, 1825, on their long intended visit to 
us at Bethlehem, and arrived here onthe 30th. Their stay of near- 
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ly eight months with us, and in other congregations in Pennsylvania, 
proved a time of rest, which they greatly needed, and became a 
source of highly valued enjoyment and encouragement to them, as it 
was of pleasure to us and all our Brethren and Sisters. The inter- 
views which Brother Luckenbach had with the General Conference, 
were made use of to acquire as much information on the present 
state of the missions as possible, and to determine upon the proper 
measures which that state requires. The connexion of the Indian 
congregation at Fairfield, with the heathens, becoming daily less, 
on account of the increase of white settlements around them—the ne- 
cessity of gradually inducing our Indians to adopt a mode of living 
more consonant to their present situation by greater attention to 
agriculture and mechanic occupations, has grown imperlious, and 
Brother Luckenbach was duly empowered to afford all pecuniary 
and other assistance to the Indians to promote so desirable an end. 
But this very circumstance urges upon us the duty, at the same time 
to look out for new opportunities to bring the glad tidings of salva- 
tion to the receding nations. He was therefore commissioned to 
obtain every possible information in this respect, especially concern- 
ing the practicability of preaching the gospel to the Indians in the 
vicinity of Greenbay on Lake Michigan, and if necessary, personally 
to reconnoitre those parts. After taking the most affectionate leave 
of us, Brother and Sister Luckenbach, with their youngest child, 
commenced their journey to return to their beloved flock, and arrived 
at New Fairfield, June 17, 1826, to the very great joy of their fel- 
low-labourers and the congregation. At a solemn love-feast by which 
they were welcomed, an affectionate admonitory epistle from the 
General Conference to the Indian congregation was publicly com- 
municated and listened to with deep attention, and evident marks of 
salutary impression. Brother and Sister Haman had experienced 
the Lord’s powerful assistance, during the time that the whole 
charge of the mission rested upon them, under various difficulties 
they had to contend with, especially when during last spring they 
suffered not a little from ill health. On the 2d of April they were 
blessed by the birth of a daughter which was baptized by the name 
of Maria Louisa. During the winter evenings Brother Haman had 
used his best endeavours to instruct the Indian children. The inter- 
nal state of the Indian congregation underwent no material change, 
As heretofore, there was no want of signal evidences of the opera- 
tion of divine grace, but new life and zeal, and an increase of the 
saving knowledge of Christ remained greatly to be desired. No 
accession to the number of the converts. by baptism of adults took 
place during the year. The missionaries however rejoiced to be able 
publicly to absolve and re-admit to the congregation, on proofs of her 
sincere contrition, a married woman, whose conduct had for several 
years been a source of much grief and affliction. 

The last year’s crop of corn had proved extremely scanty, which 
occasioned a painful scarcity of provisions during the winter, which 
was very cold, (so that the thermometer severaf times fell 10 degrees 
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below zero of Fahrenheit,) and accompanied by deep snows. The 
produce of the chase and of an uncommonly plentiful sugar crop in 
the Spring, tended greatly to mitigate this distress, although it be- 
came necessary to devote the profits of the latter to the purchase of 
provisions, instead of clothing and other articles to which it is gener- 
ally applied. The prospects for the present year were considerably 
better. 

Part of the compensation promised by the Government for the 
devastation of the last war, had been actually received, and it is in- 
tended to make use of this money to rebuild the church. Whether 
the residue of this comperisation money would be likewise paid, was 
become doubtful on account of new difficulties, which the Indians 
were striving to obviate, by a deputation, provided with proper 
certificates. 

Brother Haman has not mentioned in his letter the exact number 
of the inhabitants of New Fairfield at the close of last year. It is 
probably somewhat less than at the close of 1824, when that num- 
ber amounted to 199, exclusive of the missionaries. 

The mission among the Cherokees has, during the period elapsed, 
continued to shew forth pleasing fruits of the preaching of the Gos- 
pel. Notwithstanding it had been thought adviseable at the time of 
the last general meeting of the Missionary Society at Salem, (on the 
6th of October last, when forty-six members attended,) to defer the 
intended visit to the Cherokee mission, by one of the directors from 
Salem, on account of the critical situation of the nation under the 
claims of Georgia, it was afterwards found necessary to take this 
measure, as nothing decisive appeared likely to happen within a rea- 
sonable time. Brother Theodore Schultz was therefore despatched 
thither in the beginning of April, whence he returned to Salem, on 
the 13th of May. The distance from Spring-Place by the nearest route, 
is $61 miles, but 383 by the more cehvenient one. The report Brother 
Schultz rendered of this visit to the General Conference at Salem, 
has been communicated to us, and evidently shows that it was attend- 
ed by the grace and blessing of our dear Lord, and productive of great 
encouragement to the missionaries and their little flock of believing 
Indians. The situation of both stations at Spring-Place and at Och- 
gelogy, he considered advantageous, and the internal state of the 
congregation truly gladdening and hopeful. Several of the members, 
especially Joshua and his wife, and Charles and Abraham Hicks, are 
actively concerned in promoting the welfare of the souls of their 
countrymen, and make use of every opportunity to testify unto them 
of salvation in Christ with undeniable effect on many minds. On 
the 30th of April, Brother Schultz baptized an unmarried Indian, 
Juijaka, by the name of Jeremiah. The members of the congrega- 
tion, and those under influence of divine grace, dwelling much dis- 
persed, the promulgation of the Gospel, and the necessary visits to 
the converts require more labourers and assistants to the mission. 
A great desire to see their number augmented, is expressed from 
different parts of the country. It would be particularly desirable 
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that the gospel could be preached to the Indians in their own lan- 
guage.. The school at Spring-Place contains at present 13; that at 
Ochgelogy, 7 scholars. 

The Indians themselves seem to have no fear, that they will be 
forced to leave their present places of residence, although it does not 
appear that thy have sufficient grounds for this security. May He, 
who directs all things, and is the head of his church, so guide their 
affairs, that no detriment may befall the hopeful beginning of his 
work of grace among the Cherokee nation, whatever the event of 
the present crisis may be. 

Thirteen adult members, 11 of whom are communicants, con- 
stituted the little flock at Spring-Place; 9 belong to Ochgelogy, of 
whom two, however, have for some time gone astray. 

No later accounts have been received concerning the commencing 
missionary endeavours among the blacks in the vicinity of Salem, 
than are contained in the report of the Salem Directors of October 
6th. According to this, service is regularly held in the church every 
fortnight. The harmony of the Four Gospels is occasionally read to 
those who attend preaching, accompanied by suitable explanations. 
The conduct of those who come to the church is devout, and although 
no striking conversions have been observed, the seed of life is con- 
tinually sown, in hopes of its bringing forth fruit in due time. One 
adult had been baptized in 1825, and another was considered a can-~ 
didate. Three persons had been recently admitted to the com- 
munion. The whole number of those belonging to this little church 
is, eight communicants, seven adults baptized, and one candidate for 
baptism, making sixteen persons in all; of whom, one, however, is at 
present excluded communion. 


SELECTIONS 


From the Records of the United Brethren’s Church. 


No. IV. 


The foundation-stone of the first meeting house in Herrnhut is laid. 
A number of Brethren arrive from Moravia. 


Arter Christian David had left Moravia, the frequent meetings of 
the Brethren there were still continued; but now the civil authori- 
ties began to interfere, and to use violent measures, in order to pro- 
hibit them. Those who presided in them, or those, in whose houses 
they were held, were called to an account; some were cast into 
prison, others were threatened with the galleys and loss of life. 
This severe procedure, however, tended to induce still more to for- 
sake all their temporal possesions, and leave the country. The first 
were five young men, full of courage, and genuine descendants of the 
ancient Brethren’s church, viz: three of the same name, David 
Nitschman, John Toeltschig, and Melchior Zeisberger. 
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May the 1st, 1724, they were cited to appear before the village 
judge, who forbade their private meetings under penalty of imprison- 
ment Anxious to obtain liberty of conscience, they resolved to 
emigrate, staff in hand, the very next night. Having proceeded 
beyond the outskirts of the village, without being observed, they 
went on their knees, recommending themselves and their brethren, 
who were left behind, to the protection and care of God; and then 
commenced their pilgrimage with cheerful hearts, singing the hymn, 
which their ancestors had been wont to use on similar occasions: 


‘* Blest is that day, when quitting home, 
Far from my country I must roam, 
Witho:t a guide, a friend,— 
For God himself will be my guide,— 
His angel-guard for me provide; 
He can his own defend; 
And he’ll appoint for me a spot, 
Where, all my fears and cares forgot, 
I shall enjoy sweet rest: 
As pants the heart for cooling brooks, 
My soul with ardent longing looks 
T’wards God, my refuge blest!” &c. 


With a view to avoid being overtaken by those, who might possibly 
be sent in pursuit of them, they took their way across a pathless 


mountain, and reached the confines in safety. 

It was their design, to seek a place, where, among protestants, they 
might be at liberty to serve God, according to their views and the 
example of their fathers; and where, at the same time, their rela- 
tions, who would have resolution enough, for conscience’ sake, to 
follow them. might find rest and a safe asylum. They expected to 
obtain this object, and to meet with children of God, in every Lu- 
theran village, but their inquiries were received so unkindly, that 
they were not only ridiculed, but even threatened, that they should 
be informed against and delivered up; which treatment almost in- 
duced them to return. When, however, they came tothe Rev. Mr. 
Schwedler, this good man, by his fervent prayers, and by remind- 
ing them of their descent from a congregation of witnesses and 
martyrs, encouraged them to continue their journey to their Brethren 
in Saxony, and recommended them in a letter to Count Zinzendorf. 
They arrived at Herrnhut on the 12th of May, a day, peculiarly me- 
morable to this congregation, because on this day the foundation- 
stone to the first meeting house was laid. The Count, who a short 
time before had come to Berthelsdorf, on a visit, from Dresden, had 
proceeded for this purpose to Herrnhut, with the Rev. Shaeffer and 
other friends from the neighbourhood. Here the Moravian Brethren 
were introduced to him, having arrived just before the solemnities 
commenced. Being not received in so cordial and affectionate a 
manner, as they had anticipated, they were almost led to question 
the Count’s piety, and became undetermined, whether they should 
remain here or not. Meantime they proceeded with the other inha- 


bitants to the spot, where the building was to be erected. The 
Vou. 1. 47 
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Count opened the solemnity by delivering an uncommonly emphati- 
cal discourse, in which he dwelt on the design of this edifice, and 
added his wish, that God would bless this work, if he found it con- 
ducive to his honour, but hinder it, yea, speedily destroy it, if it be 
only the work of men, and His glory should thereby not be promoted. 
Baron Frederick de Watteville then kneeled down on the foundation- 
stone, and offered up so fervent and impressive a prayer, that the 
whole assembly was powerfully affected, and accompanied his words 
with silent aspirations and many tears. In conclusion, Mr. Milde, 
private secretary to Professor Franke in Halle, began, with a cheer- 
ful voice, the Te Deum, thus giving vent to the feelings which per- 
vaded him. The abovementioned five Moravian Brethren were so 
overpowered by this solemn transaction, at which they had arrived 
so unexpectedly, that now the language of their hearts was: “ Truly, 
this is the house of God, and the place where our foot shall rest.” 

These men were soon followed by others from Moravia, among 
whom were father David Nitschman, with his son Melchior, and 
David Schneider. David Nitschman, who departed this life in Beth- 
lehem, Pennsylvania, in the year 1758, a venerable patriarch, at the 
advanced age of 83 years, has given a detailed account of his cap- 
tivity and wonderful deliverance, in the memoir of his life, written 
by himself, from which the following remarkable incidents are ex- 
tracted. 

He was born in the year 1676, in Zauchtenthal, where his father 
held a meeting once a week, which was numerously attended by such 
as loved the gospel truth. David, by these means, obtained in his 
youth already, some knowledge of the true way to godliness. But it 
was not till the visit of Christian David, that he powerfully ex- 
perienced the grace of God. When the awakening in Kunewalde 
and the neighbourhood, became almost general, great numbers as- 
sembled in his house for their edification. One Sunday, when his 
son Melchior, a stedfast young witness of the truth, was discoursing 
to them, the justice of the peace of that district unexpectedly enter- 
ed, and seized all their books. Whilst he was thus employed, the 
Brethren began, joyfully and with a loud voice, to sing that emphatic 
verse of Luther: 


** And if the world with devils swarmed, 
And threaten’d us to swallow. 
We're not afraid, for we are arm’d, 
And victory must follow!” 
The man, as if pursued, without uttering a word, hastened out of 
the house with his booty. The following day twenty fathers of 
families were summoned to appear before the court, and were 
thrown into separate dungeons, . Father Nitschman, with two others, 
received no food whatexer forthree days, and when it was thought 
such rigour had subdug@-him, he was set at liberty, with the posi- 
tive command, never to presame to keep another meeting. With 
this result, however, the ecclesiastical tribunal was not satisfied, 
and some months afterwards he was cited to ¢ppear before this body 
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Here he made a bold confession of his faith, in consequence of which 
he and some others were imprisoned, with their feet in irons. One 
evening he resolved to attempt his escape, and told his fellow pri- 
soners, that he would take his leave of them the same night. David 
Schneider offered to accompany him. Between the hours of 10 and 
il, Nitschman took hold of the lock at his fetters, in order to burst 
it, if possible, with a knife, and, behold! it was open already. He 
wept for joy, and strengthened in his belief, that God would deliver 
them, he assisted Schneider to free him from his shackles. With 
the utmost silence they crossed the yard, and, whilst Schneider was 
in search of a ladder, by means of which they might be enabled to 
climb over the gate, which was provided with two doors, Nitschman 
went to the gate, and found to their great astonishment and joy both 
doors open. ‘They hastened through the garden into his house, 
where he instructed his wife how to proceed, whenever he should 
send for her. Having thus left their country, in the night of January 
25th, they were received by a pious man in Silesia into his house, 
until Nitschman’s wife, with the two younger children arrived there, 
when the latter continued his journey with his family, and reached 
Herrnhut, March the 3d, whilst Schneider who had to wait some 
time for his family, was persuaded to accept the appointment as 
school-master at another place. Through the increase of the exiled 
Brethren, both in number and in grace, and through his desire, to 
provide for the spiritual welfare of his children, he was induced, ten 
years after, to move likewise with his family to Herrnhut. He soon 
after became, and remained a useful servant of the congregation, till 
he happily departed this life in Ebersdorf, in 1755, aged 62 years. 

As soon as it was discovered, that the aforesaid prisoners had 
eloped, their wives were commanded to call them back by a messen- 
ger. Accordingly they sent a Brother, David Hickel, in quest of 
them; who, after a fruitless search of several days, returned without 
them. The judge forthwith had him imprisoned, and charging him 
with having aided the fugitives in their escape, he sentenced him to 
suffer death on the gallows. Hickel answered quite calmly: ‘‘ the 
execution of this sentence will depend on this circumstance, whether 
it is God’s will; otherwise I expect it will not be.” He was next 
thrown into a cold dark hole, and received nothing either to eat or 
to drink, till the third day. Quite benumbed, he was then tried a 
second time, and being commanded to inform the clerk minutely of 
whatever he knew, respecting the fugitives; he replied: ‘* This I 
can do in a few words; I know nothing of all this, concerning which 
I am questioned.”? Hereupon he was brought into a warm room, 
and a bit of spoiled bread, with impure water, was set before him. 
Hearing the, order loudly given, that he should be closely watched, 
he felt as if called upon to make his escape; he gently opened the 
door, and finding the sentinels in a favourable position, he passed, 
unnoticed by them, through a back door, into the garden, and 
through this to the street; in broad daylight he went straight 
through the village, took leave of several Brethren, hastened on his 
way to Saxony, and arrived safe at Herrnhut. 
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No. V. 


Some further remarkable emigrations from Moravia. 


Tue more the civil and ecclesiastical authorities in Moravia strove 
to prohibit emigration by violent means, the more earnest grew the 
desire of the evangelical minded inhabitants, who were concerned 
for their salvation, to deliver themselves and their children from 
restraint of conscience by leaving their country. The number of 
those who formed this resolution was greatly augmented, when mea+ 
sures were taken to compel them to abjure the Protestant religion 
before the magistrate, and with an oath to promise, to remain in the 
country, and conform to the tenets of the Romish church. Such as 
for conscience sake wholly relinquished their property, parents, re- 
latives and friends, frequently succeeded in a miraculous manner in 
their escape from prison and in reaching the confines. A number 
of these also found means, after some time, to have their families 
brought after them, in spite of the vigilance on the part of their 
enemies. Others, on the contrary, who secretly sold their property, 
and took the money with them, or designed to depart with loaded 
wagons, were frequently either betrayed, or detained on their jour- 
ney and brought back; some were stopped by robbers, illtreated, 
and plundered of every thing they had taken with them. 

A certain David Quitt became impressed with the truths of the 
gospel, at the time of Christian David’s visit, and felt the power of 
religion so strongly, that he began himself to keep meetings in his 
house. On this account he was condemned to pay a fine, which 
constrained him, to sell some of his effects. This created a suspi- 
cion, that he intended to emigrate, and, upon this supposition he was 
thrown into a filthy dungeon, where he would have perished with 
cold, had he not been seasonably liberated, upon giving security in 
100 doilars. After this, a Brother from Herrnhut stayed with him 
some days, through whose evangelical testimony his adult daughter 
was awakened, and forthwith resolved to emigrate with an unmar- 
ried female friend. The mother of the latter was incensed against 
Quitt on this account, and publicly charged him with harbouring 
vagrant preachers. Accordingly his house was searched in a very 
tumultuous manner. Although no stranger was found in it, he 
thought it most adviseable to flee with his family the following night, 
taking nothing with them, except the clothes they had on. In one 
of the villages, through which they passed, they were stopped by 
some men, with intention to take them back. Much terrified, Quitt 
addressed them in these words: ‘‘ O, good people! you bring us into 
the greatest distress; if you knew our circumstances, you would 
rather help us forward; we shall lose our lives, if you take us back.” 
He then related to them, what he had already suffered for the truth, 
and that now, for the sake of the gospel, they had abandoned every 
thing. This representation awakened the sympathy of their op- 
ponents, in such a degree, that they not only permitted them to pro- 
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ceed, but even pointed out to them the safest way for flight, caution- 
ing them to avoid all villages. Improving this advice, they safely 
arrived in Bertheldorf. A neighbouring pious lady desired to em- 
ploy them on her farm, but they answered with tears; ‘* we did not 
leave our country, to seek for a provision in temporal things, for of 
these we had a sufficiency at home; but, being yet new-born babes in 
Christ, we desire, first of all, to become more firmly grounded and 
established in him, and therefore to remain with the Brethren.” 
However, upon encouraging representations from the Brethren, they 
consented to move thither; but they found the situation so unpleasant, 
that they moved to Herrnhut the following year. 

John Tanneberger, born in Zauchtenthal in the year 1693, from 
his earliest years had received instruction in evangelical truth, both 
from his parents, and in Samuel Schneider’s school. The latter, 
who with Tanneberger’s father secretly held meetings, once dream- 
ed,-that a wolf had come among his sheep; he therefore, very early 
the next day, called his pious friends together, and related to them 
his dream; this caused them to recommend themselves in fervent 
prayer to the gracious protection of their Lord and Saviour. They 
had scarely entered the field from the back door, when the Catholic 
priest came in at the front with great impetuosity, inquiring after these 
people; but it was too late. Yotng Tanneberger meantime was at 
service in a distant part of the country, among strangers, until, at 
the age of 27 years, after his father’s demise, he returned, and took 
charge of his concerns. ‘At the time of Christian David’s visit in the 
year 1723, the good impressions he had recef¥ed in his youth, but 
which had been nearly obliterated by his abode amongst the wordly 
minded, were again revived. As it was known, that he stood in 
connexion with the Brethren, and about the same time, yet without 
his knowledge, the three Nitschmans, Toeltschig and Zeisberger 
had emigrated, upon the mere presumption, that he had been privy 
to this occurrence, he was called to account; and, although he could 
with truth declare his entire ignorance on that head, he was obliged 
to suffer confinement in chains, in a garret, during severe cold, and 
badly provided with clothing, for eight days, in which time he re- 
ceived no victuals, except what some friends secretly conveyed te 
him. After his liberation, some persons emigrating, he, together 
with others, was arraigned a second time, and thrown into a filthy 
dungeon; sometimes two chained together were made to wheel a 
barrow, at other times they were put to hard labour, each with a 
block fastened to his foot. All this rigour proving insufficient to effect 
a change in his and his Brethren’s sentiments, they obtained permis- 
sion to go home, but were soon after notified one evening, that the 
next day they must abjure their doctrine. Tanneberger resolved 
immediately, to relinquish all his possessions the same night, and 
leave the country with his wife and infant son, the latter being but 
eighteen months old. He disclosed his intention to others, who 
were similarly disposed, and thus a company of twelve persons quit- 
ted house and home that night. As they travelled on foot, in un- 
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frequented roads, and principally in the night, they suffered many 
inconveniencies and hardships: but God helped them on safely to 
Herrnhut. 

David Weber and Thomas Fisher were held a long time in con- 
finement, but steadfastly refused, to abjure the evangelical doctrine, 
and were finally sentenced to the galleys. In order to escape this un- 
merited and cruel punishment, and to save themselves and families, 
they leaped from the window of their high prison, without sustain- 
ing any injury, hastened home, found their connexions speedily pre- 
pared to depart, forsaking their very considerable property, and with- 
out encountering any particular difficulties, they arrived in safety at 
Herrnhut. 

Andrew Beier was detained a prisoner for a long period in Kune- 
walde, and the enemies designed by various torments to force him, 
to renounce the Protestant faith, and betray the Brethren; but when 
all these attempts proved fruitless, he was condemned to be laden 
with chains and thrown into a deep humid dungeon. On the day, 
when this sentence was to be put into execution, early in the morn- 
ing, his fellow-prisoner, David Fritsch, happened to strike against the 
door of the apartment, in which they were confined, and, behold, the 
massive chain, fastened across on the outside, broke loose. They 
opened the door, and seeing no watch, they went home, took their 
wives and children who were yet small, and one of them only six 
months old, with them, and fled. Between two Moravian villages 
they were met by some armed men, who called out to them: ‘‘ you 
are coming from KuneWalde and about to leave the country; deliver 
up all what you have in your possession.” One of them even pro- 
ceeded so far as to present the point of his sword to Andrew Beier’s 
breast; but, deterred by the sobs and cries of the children, he de- 
sisted, and said, that he spared his life on account of his children; 
that, however, they would probably be taken, before they would 
have crossed the frontiers; and so they left them. But God deliver- 
ed these poor fugitives out of all danger, so that they arrived in Ber- 
thelsdorf, praising the Lord, and grateful for his kind protection. 

A Brother, John Nitschman, who had already lived some time at 
Herrnhut, returned to Moravia, to bring away his sister, and God 
blessed his undertaking with success. But his brother, who remain- 
ed back, thereby incurred the danger of being imprisoned; the con- 
stables having already searched his house and carried away some 
books. As soon as these were gone, he ran, as he was, out of the 
village; and, observing that he was pursued, he jumped over a 
thicket, and hid himself in a ditch. When his pursuers reached 
the place, where they had lost sight of him, one of them leaped 
ever, and passed the ditch, without observing him. He could 
distinctly hear them say: “He must be here,’—but their eyes 
were held, that they could not find him, and at length, weary of the 
search, returned to the village. Hereupon he left his hiding-place, 


secreted himself until evening in a barn, and then proceeded on his 
way to Herrnhut. 
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Less fortunate was a company of about twenty persons from dif- 
ferent places. These had agreed together upon a certain day for 
their emigration, and having secretly sold what they could not take 
along with them, they set out with some wagons, loaded with their 
money and effects. But in Schweinitz the Imperial troops, who at 
that time were yet in possession of Silesia, arrested them, and took 
them one after the other to prison. ‘Thomas Piesch, a youth of 
fourteen, being of the party, expected the same fate; but no person 
returning, and seeing himself alone, he made his escape; and after 
encountering many hardships, he arrived at Herrnhut, in the depth 
of winter. The rest having staid some time in Schweinitz, not with- 


out proving a blessing to the inhabitants, were brought back to 
Moravia. 


DIARY OF THE MISSION AT NEW FAIRFIELD, 
ON THE RIVER THAMES, UPPER CANADA, 
From, May 1824 to April 1825. 

May 2d. Brother Haman discoursed in the public preaching, ac- 
cording to the gospel portion appointed for this day, on the faithful- 
ness and assiduous care of the good shepherd Jesus. A neighbour, 
living about 12 miles up the river, attended the same, and remained 
with us, till the following day; when he communicated the prin- 
cipal concern that had induced him to visit us at thistime. He told 
us, that a year ago he had arrived with his family from Ireland, and 
had settled in the woods; all the money he could command, had been 
barely sufficient to discharge the expenses of the voyage; all the 
articles he had possessed, and found he could dispense with in 
his present situation, he had sold, or bartered, and by these means 
he had been enabled to sustain his family till now; but that he now 
found himself in real distress, being in actual want of every thing. 
He therefore requested the loan of two dollars, in order to purchase 
some Indian corn, with which he hoped to keep himself and children 
alive, till the potatoes which he had just planted, would be fit for 
their nourishment. As he appeared to be an upright man, and 4 
Christian, we granted his request; he expressed himself extremely 
thankful, and immediately bought four bushels of Indian corn, from 
an Indian Brother, saying; ‘‘ I now see again, how miraculously God 


helps me and my family; in all our poverty His kindness and mercy 
still sustain us; His name be praised.” 


In the beginning of this week, the Indian Brethren were busily en- 


gaged in repairing the fences of their cornfields. Towards the end 
of the week several families started from here for Detroit, in canoes, 
loaded with cranberries; a few days after, others followed them, and 
some having gone further up the river to the cranberry marshes, to 


gather a supply to enable them to go to the same market, but few 
inhabitants remained in our town 
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7th. We were employed in digging our garden, and planting and 
sowing the necessary vegetables; on account of unfavourable weather, 
and the continued coldness of the soil, we had been prevented from 
doing this sooner. 

On the 17th and the following days, our Indians were engaged 
either in ploughing their cornfields, or planting the corn. To assist 
them in ploughing, they hired a white man with his oxen, from the 
neighbouring settlement; who ploughed up their grass fields, which 
required three pair of oxen before one plough. His wages, three 
dollars per acre, our Indians paid him in produce. 

On the 2ist, we had an agreeable visit from a Methodist itinerant 
preacher, named Griffith, who, with his colleague, is active in 
preaching the gospel in this district, comprehending the inhabitants 
living about fifty miles along the river Thames, and also near Lakes 
Erie and St. Clair. In the evening meeting he exhorted our Indian 
Brethren and Sisters to love the Lord, and to continue in love and 
unity among themselves. The next day he continued his journey 
down along the river, where he has four places of public worship. 
He is a young man, of about twenty-five years of age, and seems to 
have devoted himself entirely to the service of the gospel; and says, 
that nothing could be more agreeable to him, than a call as mission- 
ary among the Indians, and that he has some prospects, that this 
wish of his will yet be accomplished. Further up the river, and 
near Lake St. Clair, he has frequently met a small number of Indians 
collected together, to whom he has preached salvation in Christ 
Jesus, with the assistance of an interpreter, and he hopes not al- 
together without a blessing to his hearers. 

22d. We finished the shearing of our sheep. From thirty-eight 
which we sheared we obtained about 100 pounds of good wool. The 
whole number, including the lambs, is sixty-one, so that our flock 
begins to become almost too numerous. 

23d. Being Sunday, Brother Luckenbach in the sermon took the 
epistle for the day, James i. 22—27, for his text, and particularly 
desired his hearers, not to be contented with merely hearing the 
words of God, but earnestly to strive and devoutly pray for a full 
enjoyment in their hearts of the blessed truths contained in it. 
Brother. Haman, upon invitation, had gone into a neighbouring white 
settlement, six miles from here, to preach. 

27th. Being Ascension-day, the history of that event was read in 
the morning service, which was closed by a fervent prayer; we 
directed our hearts in faith heavenward to the Redeemer of the 
world, seated at the right hand of his Father, and besought him, for 
the merits of his blood and death, not to leave us comfortless, but 
continually to intercede for us. After this service Brother Haman 
preached, and in the evening we joined in singing a liturgy suited to 
this day. On this solemn day we had the satisfaction, in the pre- 
sence of our Indian assistant Brethren, and his relations, to bap- 
tize into the death of Jesus, by name Nathaniel, the Indian Petschi- 
gapawes, who had remained here since last’autumn, and frequently 
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had expressed an earnest desire to be baptized. Now, by occasion 
of a convulsive fit, which led us to expect that his end might be near, 
his fervent desire was granted; he was fully sensible of the grace 
conferred upon him, and with great cheerfulness answered the ques- 
tions addressed to him on this occasion. After the ceremony was 
over, he said: ‘* Now the Lord has granted my desire, for which I 
have so often prayed to him, and to obtain which, I have come 
hither; now He may do with me as it pleaseth Him, either let me 
live longer in this world, or take me hence to Himself.” 

31st. Instead of the morning service, the communicants had a meet- 
ing, in which they were invited to partake of the Holy Sacrament 
on the following Sunday. During the following days, we took occa- 
sion to speak separately with all of them. Although we had much 
cause to rejoice on account of the encouraging declarations of the 
greater part of them, yet it greatly distressed us, that on account of 
a want of true charity and unity among some, we had to advise six 
of them not to partake this time. Two who had been excluded were 
re-admitted, after having expressed true sorrow and contrition. 

June 5th, we partook of the blessed enjoyment of the flesh and 
blood of our Lord and Saviour in the holy communion, which proved 
a source of strength and comfort to our needy souls. 

In the following week we were employed in planting our potatoes 
and replanting corn, which had been very much injured by the grub- 
worms. 

A number of our Indian Brethren and Sisters this week went down 
the river, partly with a view to procure some provisions from the 
white settlers, and partly with the design, to proceed thence to De- 
troit, having an expectation to obtain some assistance from the go- 
vernor, according to a promise given to the Indians at Goshen. 

In the night from the 14th to 15th of June, we had an uncommon 
hard frost, by which the young corn, planted in the low grounds, was 
much injured. This was also the case with other tender plants, as _ 
beans, pumpkins and squashes; the loss of which the Indians regret- 
ted very much, as they had no more seed to replant. 

On Sunday the 20th, after the public service, Brother Luckenbach 
baptized a son of our Indian Brother Jacob and his wife Sibilla into 
the death of Jesus, and named him Bartholomew. 

On the 22d, Brother Haman set out on his journey to Bethlehem, 
the congregation having the day before, in the morning service, com- 
mended him to the Lord and the protecting care of his angels. 

(To BE CONTINUED. ) 


BIOGRAPHY 
OF BROTHER ARVID GRADIN, 
Who departed this life at Neuwied in Germany, September 14, 1757. 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 352.) 
A custom prevailing here, to congratulate each other upon the 
Easter holydays, I made use of this occasion to despatch several visits 
VoL, 1. 48 
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that I had deferred to this period. Alexander Ammira, a well in- 
structed Greek, who had served Charles XII. as interpreter, during 
his abode in the Turkish dominions, served me asa guide. He first 
wished to take me to the patriarch of Constantinople; but we did 
not find him at home, having gone abroad on his Easter visitations. 
He then brought me to the patriarch of Jerusalem, who also has 
his residence here, and to several other Greek prelates, viz: to the 
archbishops of Cyzicus, Cesarea and Derkon. I found the patriarch 
of Jerusalem to be a man of refined manners, who spoke the ancient 
Greek fluently and elegantly, and was well versed in ancient ec- 
clesiastical history. The archbishop of Derkon spoke Latin with 
tolerable ease, (which is something unusual among these prelates,) 
and from him I was led to hope for countenance and assistance in 
obtaining my object. My conversation with him at this time, how- 
ever, was only of a preparatory nature. Having a Greek oration 
with me, which I had delivered ten years ago, at Upsal, on the birth- 
day of Queen Ulrica Eleonora, I took the liberty of showing it to the 
archbishop; he rejoiced to find, that along with the object of the dis- 
course, I had likewise honored his native language, and requested 
permission to take a copy of it. Some days after, I went alone to 
him, and as he expressed a wish to become acquainted with the 
Swedish ambassador, I offered my services for this purpose, and left 
with him the historical essay, of which frequent mention has been 
made. On his calling next day at my lodgings, I took him to the 


ambassador, who received him with marked respect, and conversed 


with him in Latin. As divine service was about to commence, he 
conducted him to the chapel. I spoke from the gospel portion ap- 
pointed for that Sunday, of that peace with which our Saviour after 
his resurrection, saluted and blessed his disciples and how we may 
come to enjoy this peace. Mr. De Carlson afterwards interpreting 
some passages of the sermon to him, he remarked they were truly 
apostolic, and also testified his admiration of the simplicity of our 
church service. He then returned with me to my room, and on 
thanking me for introducing him to the ambassador, I requested as 
a favour in return, that he would introduce me to the Patriarch on 
any day that would be convenient to him, which he readily promised 
todo. I then told him my business with the Patriarch, and added 
the wish, that he would personally interest himself for me, which 
he likewise promised. According to appointment I went to the arch- 
bishop, April 26th, who conducted me into the patriarchal palace, 
an ancient and extensive building. He left me in an antichamber, 
and about half an hour afterwards the audience commenced. 
Neophytus, Patriarch of Constantinople, is a man of upwards of 
sixty years of age and of a venerable appearance, his white beard 
flowing gently on his purple oriental robes. The archbishop having 
introduced me to him, I kissed his hand, delivered salutations from 
my superiors, the bishops of the Brethren’s church and presented 
their letters. He thanked me and bid me take a seat at his side on 
the sofa. He opened the letter and handed itto the archbishop. The 
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latter read and explained it in modern Greek, while I made some 
additional remarks. I then also presented my historical essay, 
which the Patriarch promised to read and then to consider the 
whole deliberately. A deacon next entered, holding a precious cen- 
ser, which he put into my hand. This is the highest token of res- 
pect that is shown to a stranger. Having inhaled the delicious odour 
for some time, I returned the censer and it was then handed to the 
Patriarch and archbishop. Coffee was also, served up in the same 
order, and in the meantime the conversation chiefly turned upon my 
journey. At the close of the audience the Patriarch dismissed me 
as graciously as he had received me, and the archbishop conducted 
me to the staircase. 

Repeating my visit to the archbishop some time after, in order to 
ascertain whether my business had been under consideration, he in- 
formed me that the Patriarch had been ill and that the business itself 
was of a delicate nature and required the utmost circumspection. 
In the letter ot recommendation which I had requested, nothing could 


be inserted that bore the least reference to Russia. A mere saluta- 


tion was sufficient to endanger the parties concerned, if the ‘Turks 
got intimation of it. He went on to say, that during the last century, 
a Patriarch had merely given an eleemosynary letter to a Greek tra- 
velling into Russia, when he was on that account deposed from his 


office and had well nigh forfeited his life. He added, that even my 
visits might create suspicions against him. The Greeks had to be 
upon their guard not only against the Turks, but also against the 
Catholics; for these embraced every opportunity to cause them to be 
suspected by the Porte; yea, that the Greeks even had reason to 
dread their own brethren, because many of them sought to make 
their fortune by oppressing others. He therefore advised me, al- 
ways to come alone and early in the morning to see him. I was 
glad to hear this declaration, because it implied at the same time, 
that I might visit him as often as I pleased; and although it was a 
dangerous undertaking to walk such a distance early in the morning 
and alone, and to cross a harbour of considerable breadth, still I 
ventured to leave home, generally before three in the morning, to 
visit the archbishop. Under the protection of the Lord, I invariably 
escaped every danger, and about five, or at least before six o’clock, I 
was again at my dwelling. I wrote several letters to him, and in 
particular represented to him, how much we, as Christians, should 
be concerned for the promotion of the eternal welfare of the heathen, 
who are called to be heirs of the same happiness with us, in every 
possible way, and by what simple means this might be done on the 
part of the Greek church on the present occasion. 

May 20th, the archbishop requested me by letter to come to him, 
in order to receive the promised letter. Making but a short stay, I 
returned with the epistle in order to peruse it deliberately at home. 
It was written on parchment, addressed to the Patriarchs of Alexan- 
dria, Antioch and Jerusalem, and to the bishops of these districts, 
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signed by the Patriarch of Constantinople, and the arch-chancellor 
Kritias, and sealed with the patriarchal seal. Its contents were 
worded with great care and circumspection; on the one hand, how- 
ever, it appeared to me to say more, and on the other less, than I 
had demanded. I had positively and repeatedly declared, that the 
Brethren’s church in all places adhered to the Augsburg confession; 
various expressions, however; had been used which might be under- 
stood as implying, that. we agreed in every doctrinal point with the 
Greek church, and might in a manner be amalgamated therewith. 
This being neither agreeable to the instructions I had received, nor 
the propositions I had made, I might therefore with propriety have 
been charged with having but imperfectly executed my commission, 
or even with having gone beyond its limits. J therefore remonstrated 
against the present form of the circular; but as it had already been 
registered in the archives, it could not undergo any further amend- 
ments, and accordingly I thought it most adviseable to return the 
original and take merely a copy of it with me. I returned my most 
grateful acknowledgements to the Patriarch, and to the archbishop of 
Dercon, for the trouble they had been at, in drawing up this letter, 
and at the same time stated the motives which induced me to hesi- 
tate in presenting it to my superiors. 

During my stay in and near Constantinople, which lasted fifteen 
weeks, I had an opportunity of viewing a number of curiosities, and 
to collect information, as well as to make my own remarks on the 
condition of the inhabitants of this extensive city. Through the in- 
tervention of the Swedish ambassador I succeeded in obtaining ay 
inside view of the church of St. Sophia, where I spent more thar 
two hours. It is a superb edifice, which the emperor Justinian I, 
caused to be erected about the year 550. During the space of about 
900 years, it served the Christians for their principal church, and 
since the taking of Constantinople by the Turks, it is become the 
chief mosque in this city. On calling to mind the sad change it has 
undergone, I could not refrain from tears. Of the two galleries, 
that are built one above the other, the lower one is forty feet in 
breadth; the columns in number 160, are of marble, some of alabas- 
ter, and other precious stones; all the walls and even the floors are 
inlaid with similar stones; the building is well furnished with lights, 
and you can walk on the roof which is covered with lead. The 
palace of Belisarius, of ancient and famous memory, is still inhabited. 
The aqueducts which supply the city with water are astonishing 
works of art. They commence about four German miles from the 
city, are for the most part sunk three ells under ground or cut 
through rocks, and in the valleys appear like high and broad walls. 
At proper intervals you find large and well built reservoirs, which 
send forth the water in different directions. The Patriarch of Jeru- 
salem induced me to take a trip to Chalcedon, a small town on the 
opposite shore, to take a view of that church, in which, more than 
1200 years ago, the fourth general council of the church had beer 
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held. Once I also passed through the channel into the Black Sea. 
This affords a very pleasing trip, there being many gentlemen’s 
seats and imperial summer palaces on both sides. Formerly these 
shores were lined with beautiful monasteries. I spent some time 
with the Swedish ambassador at Belgrade, a pleasant town situated 
about five miles from Constantinople, not far from the Black Sea, 
where the foreign ministers have their summer palaces and where 
they also reside when the plague rages at Constantinople, 

I have been led to change my opinion concerning the Turks in 
some respects. On the whole they are not as ferocious and inhuman 
as is generally believed, and often they exceed those in modesty and 
candour who boast of a higher grade in civilization. Seriousness is 
a chief trait in their character. They speak little and seldom more 
than is necessary, considering an incessant loquacity as an evidence 
of a weak and untutored mind. Even their soldiers sometimes sit 
ten or twelve hours together without exchanging one syllable, save 
what duty requires. Although this, on the one hand, might be consi- 
dered as the effect of ignorance and unsociableness; still on the other 
hand there is something praiseworthy in holding one’s peace instead 
of keeping up a trifling conversation, which invariably has a baneful 
influence upon the mind. The Turks give and forgive from a cer- 
tain principle of generosity, and exercise mildness even towards the 
brute creation. No Turk will beg; yet if compelled by hunger he 
enters a house, he will not leave it unsatisfied. They are moderate 
in eating, drinking and sleeping; trusty and upright in their com- 
mercial dealings, and severe in inflicting punishment, chiefly from a 
love of justice. But haughtiness and pride are the chief feature of 
their character. This renders them covetous, and avarice makes 
them cruel; which is particularly the case with the grandees. They 
are extremely partial to their religion, punctiliously fulfilling its 
precepts. Five times every day they repair to the mosque to pray; 
their great anniversary, called Beiram, they celebrate at the annual 
close of twelve lunar months, and four weeks previous, they keep 
their fast called Ramasan, when they do not eat the least morsel 
from the rising to the setting of the sun, and even refrain from smok- 
ing tobacco, how trying soever the omission of this custom may be 
tothem. Whenever a Jew embraces their religion, he is particu- 
farly enjoined, to confess that Jesus of Nazareth had been a great 
prophet sent from God. They also have their monks, called Der- 
vishes, at one of whose meetings I once attended. About fifteen of 
them form a circle, prop their sides with their hands and direct 
their eyes towards heaven. In this attitude, accompanied by the 
sound of a deep-toned pipe, they turn round with great velocity in 
such a manner that the circle revolves round itself, while it also 
moves forward. This motion they keep up for near two hours, with 
this exception, that the revolution is for some time performed from 
right to left and then again vice versa. On a given token, they halt 
suddenly, fall prostrate and pray about a quarter of an hour. Then 
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a priest enters, who, after a short discourse, imparts the benediction 
tothem Now they all kiss his hand and conclude the ceremony by 
a general shout of joy. Among them were some old men of seventy 
years and upwards, who lacked nothing of the agility with which the 
janior members wheeled round. 

All the various denominations of Christians enjoy the same reli- 
gious liberty, which, however, in many respects, is much circum- 
scribed; for since the Turks consider all Christians as heretics, they 
care not of what nature their differences among themselves be, pro- 
vided always nothing turn up in consequence, that would appear te 
endanger the state of their religion or empire. In that case, all in- 
dulgence ceases and the parties concerned are treated with inevitable 
rigour. 

The chief Christian prelates, are like the Turkish grandees, 
more than any others, exposed to the danger of being cast down 
from the eminent stations they occupy. Among them the Patriarch 
of Constantinople holds the first rank. He always styles himself the 
general or oecumenical bishop; in the consistory, however, he is 
merely considered as the first among his equals. Every newly elect- 
ed Patriarch has to pay to government for his instalment in office, 
the sum of 30,000 rix-dollars, and while he occupies the station, ex- 
traordinary requisitions are occasionally levied upon him. When- 
ever an accusation is brought against him, it is easy to conceive, 
why government will give it a ready hearing; deposition of the pre- 
late is often the consequence, particularly when the grand vizier, on 
whose opinion much depends, suffers himself to be bribed.to counte- 
nance the accusation. During my stay in the city, there were fouz 
Greek patriarchs there, two in office and two deposed, viz: of Con- 
stantinople and Jerusalem. On account of the untenableness of this 
station, it is neither sought after with that avidity which might be 
expected, nor is the most worthy at all times elected. 

(To BE CONTINUED. ) 





Miscellaneous Missionary Intelligence. 
SOUTH AFRICA. 


Ture Brethren Lemmerz and Sondermann, with their wives, ar- 
rived at Capetown, February 27th, after a long, and at times dan- 
gerous voyage of fifteen weeks and two days. The letter from 
Brother Hallbeck, which mentions their safe arrival, gives the grati- 
fying intelligence, that the missionaries on all the stations among the 
Hottentots were blessed with good health. Brother Lemmerz enter- 
ed upon his duties at Gnadenthal, March 17th, and Brother Sonder- 
mann was to succeed Brother Schulz in Groenekloof, who has been 
called to Gnadenthal. In May, Brother Halbeck had contemplated 
to accompany Brother and Sister Nauhaus to Enon. The Passion- 
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L week and Easter had again been refreshing seasons for the Hotten- 
tots. After a long drought, they had been favoured with a reviving 
f rain. The want of grain was in some measure supplied by an un- 
; common abundance of wild almonds. 
7 GREENLAND. 
- With the vessel from Greenland, which arrived at Copenhagen, 
‘© July 31st, the single Brother Martin William Popp returned to Eu- 
\- rope, on account of the bad state of his health. The new congrega- 
e tion in Fredericksthal consisted at the close of the year 1825, of 169 
baptized, and 87 unbaptized, together 256 persons; since the last 
S, accounts from thence, 51 adults had been baptized, and 21 admitted 
Th to the communion. The Saviour manifested his grace and condescen- 
‘h sion to the congregation in a very blessed manner. The Green- 
1e landers had prospered in procuring their subsistence during the win- 
is ter, which though long, had not been very stormy. The missionaries 
t- on that station enjoyed good health, and were thankful to the Lord 
e, for the blessing with which he crowns their labours. At Lichtenau 
X- an epidemic had prevailed some time among the natives. 
n- 
e, = 
e- 
on DANISH WEST INDIA ISLANDS. 
= In Emmaus, on St. John’s, Brother John C. Gloeckler departed 
nur this life on the 6th of Marca, in the 45th year of his age, in conse- 
= quence of an apoplectic fit. His death made some change necessary 
his among the missionaries on these Islands. The meetings in the Pas- 
be sion-week and on Easter were very numerously attended in all the 
congregations, and as we trust, proved a blessing to all present. ‘The 
inhabitants of the three Islands generally suffered much from catarrhs, 
in consequence of unusual cold weather for some weeks. 
Brother Erdman Hohe and his wife, from St. Thomas, have re- 
turned to Germany, and in company with them the widow of our late 
Brother Huenerbein, and little Fredericka Mueller, aged four years. 
The latter has entered the boarding school at Kleinwelke. Brother 
' and Sister Hohe had been faithful missionaries on this station twenty- 
ar one years, and will spend the remnant of their days in Kleinwelke, 
ans and Sister Huenerbein in Gnadenfrey. 
om 
ati- — ‘ 
the 
er- ANTIGUA. 
er Brother Shill mentions the safe arrival of Brother John G. Muenzer 
en on the Island April 15th; in the early part of the voyage the vessel * 
ted had to encounter very severe storms. 
on- 


In the morning of April 24th, a severe shock of an earthquake was 
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experienced in St. Johns, lasting about half a minute,—which was 
the fourth that had occurred during the month. It was also felt on 
some other Islands. From Easter 1825, to Faster 1826, at all the 
stations on the Island, 828 persons had been admitted to the Lord’s 
Supper or received into the congregation. 


BARBADOES. 
Brother Brunner writes, under date of April 11th, that he had so 
far recovered from his accident, that for some weeks he had again 
been able to keep the meetings on Sundays, as also the evening meet- 


ings in the Passion-week, on which occasions the Savipur’s presence 


was most happily experienced. 


TOBAGO. 
In consequence of a resolution by the Board of Missions, to renew 
missionary work on this Island, Brother Peter Ricksecker of 
ancaster, Pennsylvania, received a call to enter upon that service. 
‘his being accepted, he was ordained a deacon of the Brethren’s 
church, and travelled with his wife and infant child by way of Beth- 
lehem, Philadelphia and New York, to Bridgeport in Connecticut, 


from which port he set sail, October 9th, in a vessel bound to An- 
tigua. 


SURINAM. 

The Brethren Genth and Graf inform in letters dated May Lith, 
that on two plantations, which had not been visited previously, a door 
had opened for the preaching of the gospel. The missionaries were 
in good health. 

July 18th, the widowed Brother Buck, after a prosperous voyage 
from Surinam, had arrived at Zeyst, and proceeded to Wisbaden, to 
make use of the bath, with a view to curing his rheumatic affections. 
The single Brother John Gottlieb Hartman has received a call to the 
mission in Surinam. ’ 
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